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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

THE contents of the present volume embrace, first, a col-
lection of the various Confessions of Faith, published by
the English baptists during the 17th century ;' a Catechism
prepared and published under the direction of the Assembly
in 1689 ; and, lastly, a collection of documents of public
and historical interest; the whole throwing light on the
religious sentiments of the denomination, and its political
relations during the stormy period of the Commonwealth,

The Confessions, while generally agreeing in matters of
chief theological concernment and church polity, express
the opinions of the two parties into which the baptists
were divided, and now known as General and Particular
Baptists. From the days of Augustine and Pelagius, the
church of Christ has had within itself diversities of senti-
ment on the doctrines of election, the extent of Christ’s
death, effectual grace, and the perseverance of the saints.
These have reproduced themselves in every age and in
every community, and were perhaps never more warmly
contested than in the puritan period of English history.
They then received, according to the view taken, the
designations of Calvinism and Arminianism, which have
ever since been attached to them. And though not strictly
applicable in all the cases in which they are used, yet are
they convenient terms to intimate the class of opinions to
which any particular theological sentiment belongs.

! [With the exception of the So-  heads of theology than a Confession
mersetshire Confession of 1691. This  of Faith. It may be seen in Crosby,
was little known by the churches, iii. 259; iv. App. No. 1.]
and is rather a treatise on various
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To the Arminian, or General baptist class, belong the
Confessions of 1611, 1660, and 1678. To the Calvinist,
or Particular baptist class, belong the Confessions of 1646,
1656, and 1688.

The confessions of this volume were not creeds, com-
pulsorily imposed on the members or churches of the
baptist body. Speaking strictly they were apologies,
taking the form of confessions, or creeds, as the most con-
venient way of informing adversaries of the matter of their
faith. No one was required or bound to subscribe to
them, and if adopted by any church as the expression of
its sentiments, all others were left free, and even a con-
siderable latitude of judgment allowed in the bosom of the
church itself. They originated in the false accusations,
the calumnies, and misrepresentations of foes; they were
not framed to procure unity among the churches that ac-
cepted them. They sought to reflect the existing harmony
of sentiment, and the scriptural orthodoxy of the communi-
ties whose pastors signed them; they left the phantom of
uniformity to the unavailing search of an establishment.

The circumstances under which the refugees in Holland,
from the tyranny of a state church, published the Con-
fession of 1611, are sufficiently detailed in the volume of
Tracts on Liberty of Conscience.? It would seem probable
that it was the joint composition of Mr. Smyth and Mr.
Helwisse, perhaps of Mr. Helwisse alone; for in the
dedication of a small work published the same year,’ he
says: “ Whereas we formerly, in a little treatise entitled,
a Declaration of Faith of English people remaining at
Amsterdam, have in the fifth article in short set down our
faith of election and reprobation, concerning salvation and

? [Hanserd Knollys' Society, pp.  the cause of any man’s sin or con-
90, 91, 179.] demnation, &c., 1611. 12mo. pp.
? [A Proof that God's decree is not  26.]
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condemnation ; there having been some private opposition
gince we writ it ;”—and then proceeds to the special subject
of the work before him. This would seem to show that at
least Mr. Helwisse had a principal hand in the preparation
of the Confession.

The reprint in this volume is taken from Crosby’s valu-
able work.* The editor has failed to discover the original
printed copy ; but a manuscript of it exists in the archives
of the Mennonite church in Amsterdam, to which the
original subscriptions are appended. A fac-simile of the
subscriptions, before the editor, begins thus: “We sub-
scribe to the truth of these articles, desiring further
instruction.” Forty-two names follow, and among them
those of John Smyth, and of Mary Smyth his wife.
Helwisse’s name is not there; and for some unexplained
reason, several of the names are obliterated with a line
through them. This is the case with the signature of John
Smyth. It may be that the obliteration was done on his
decease, which seems to have occurred late in 1611 or
early in 1612.

The Confession of 1646 was first published in the year
1644. The rapid growth of baptists at this time called
forth every weapon of offence against them. No heresy
was too gross to attribute to them, no practice too wicked
not to find assertors that it existed amongst them. One
writer, who seeks in the history of the German Anabap-
tists an armoury of crimes by which to assail them, thus
sums up their offences: I expect some will say with John
of Leyden, that if the word of God were lost, they might
soon supply it with another. . . . That regenerate
men cannot sin is the very doctrine of the anabaptists; to

¢[Vol.ii. App. No. 1. Crosby num-  Confession consists, therefore, of
bers the last two articles 26 and 27;  only twenty-six articles.}
but does not give an article 25. The
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take the communion where there is a profane person, is to
take with his profaneness; that the Lords prayer was
never taught to be said, &c. ; that a liberty of prophesying
must be allowed; that distinction of parishes is anti-chris-
tian ; that ministers of God’s word should rule both the
spiritual and temporal ; that all human laws must be
abolished, and all policies of states must be taken out of
the word of God, and all differences judged out of the word
of God only :—all these are scions of that stock of ana-
baptism that was transplanted out of Holland in the year
1535, when two ships, laden with anabaptists, fled into
England, after they had missed the enterprise of Am-
sterdam.’

« To these doctrines you may join their practice. The
seditious pamphlets, the tumultuous rising of rude mul-
titudes threatening blood and destruction; the preaching
of the cobblers, felt-makers, tailors, grooms, and women ;
the choosing of any place for God’s service but the church ;
the night-meetings of naked men and women; the licen-
tiousness of spiritual marriages without any legal form :—
these things if they be not looked into, will bring us in
time to community of wives, community of goods, and
destruction of all.”®

Such were the misrepresentations and calumnies this
Confession was intended to deny and refute. That we
should find them reiterated in the pages of a Featly and
an Edwards is no surprise; but the respectable Baillie,
hoodwinked by prejudice and presbyterian exclusiveness,
cannot be convinced of their wrongfulness, aud in the very
tecth of the Confession affirms that the baptists of the
Commonwealth must be no better than their so-called
predecessors. They are not to be believed: for, says he,

® [See Martyrology. Vol.i. p.154.] tists of High and Low Germany.
¢ [A Short History of the Anabap-  London, 1642, 4to. pp. 55, 56.}
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¢t The Confession of Faith which the other year seven of
their congregations did put forth, and of late again in a
second corrccted edition have set out with a bold preface
to both the houses of parliament, may no more be taken
for the measure of their faith than that Confession which
their elder brethren in Holland? did print not long ago in
the name of all their company.” And in a note he adds:
“ The London :Anabaptists’ Confession is such an one as I
believe thousands of our new anabaptists will be far from
owning, as any man may be able to say without a spirit of
divination, knowing that their usual and received doctrines
do much more agreec with the anabaptists in Germany,
than with that handful who made this Confession.”®

Baillie next proceeds in a special chapter to describe the
tenets of the anabaptists of England; not from their pub-
lished and united Confessions, or their acknowledged writ-
ings, but from the pages of their antagonists. Their spirit,
he says, is clearly devilish. The fair profession of many
English anabaptists is not to be trusted. The Confession
is a very imperfect and ambiguous declaration of their
judgment. Every anabaptist is at least a rigid separatist.
They put all church power in the hands of the people. Any
of their gifted members may preach; but not in a steeple-
house. Tithes are unlawful, and their preachers must
work with their own hands and not go in black clothes.
They celebrate the Lord’s supper in inns. They deny all
power to magistrates in anything that concerns religion.
And, above all, they are injurious to the Scots. Zhat
Baillie’s patriotism cannot but resent.9 3

Still there can be no doubt from the rapid increase of

7 [The Independents, in a work Antinomy, Familisme, &c. By Ro-
entitled, “ An Apologetical Narra-  bert Baillie, London, 1647, 4to. pp.
tion,” &c., 1643, 4to ] 18, 28]

® [Anabaptisme the True Foun- ? [Ibid. pp. 47—59.]
taine of Independency, Brownism,
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baptist churches, and the public employment of many
baptists in the army and offices of government, that this
apology satisfied reasonable men, and removed much pre-
judice. Two more editions followed, in 1651 and 1652,
and an edition was also printed at Leith in 1653, by a
small company of baptists, who appear to have been
attached to the army then in Scotland.!

Considerable alterations were made in the second edition,
the most important of which are indicated in the notes.
The general tendency of the alterations is to modify some-
what the very marked Calvinism of the first edition. To
the last two editions a small picce, published in 1650, was
attached, entitled, « Heart Bleedings for Professors’ Abo-
minations,” &c., which will be found in a subsequent part
of the volume.

Following this Confession are some additional and ex-
planatory articles, published by Mr. Benjamin Cox, M.A.
He was one of the subscribers to the second edition, and
was probably employed in its revision. He was a graduate
of Oxford University, and for some time after he took
orders a very zealous churchman in Devonshire. When
episcopacy was laid aside he exercised his ministry in
Bedford. 1In 1643, he was engaged in a public discussion
at Coventry, with Richard Baxter, on the subject of
baptism.  After living for some time in Coventry, as
pastor of a newly formed baptist church, he removed to
London.” No other reasons than those he has himself
given, are known as to the cause of his publishing the
piece now for the first time reprinted.

About the.year 1650, a general desire sprang up amongst
the baptist churches for greater union. The movement
appears to have begun with an earnest letter from the

! [See Hexham Church Records.]
* [Brook’s Lives of the Puritans, iii. 417.]
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churches in Ireland, addressed to their brethren in London.
It was freely circulated, and gave rise to visits and corre-
spondence throughout the country. An association, or
general assembly, of the churches in Somersetshire and the
adjacent counties, was in consequence formed about the
year 1653, of which several meetings were held in fol-
lowing years. The records which remain, commence with
a meeting at Wells, on the 8th and 9th November, 1653,
and close with a meeting at Tiverton, on the 15th and
16th November, 1657.

At a meeting held at Bridgewater, in November 1656,
the following question was put for consideration :—¢ What
is the saint’s duty towards the magistrate at this day, in this
nation?” The response was in these terms :—“ We refer
those concerned herein, for answer to the forty-fourth
article of the confession of the faith of the churches in these
parts.” It is therefore, probable, that the confession was
adopted at a meeting of the associated churches at Wells,
in the previous month of ApriL From the manner in
which the name of Thomas Collier is appended, it would
seem to be the production of his pen. In the year 1655,
Mr. Collier had been ordained to the ¢ Office of General
Superintendent and Messenger to all the Associated
Churches.”™ 1In this capacity, many of the circular letters,
and the proceedings of the Association, were signed and
published by him.*

The next Confession, that of the year 1660, contains in
brief space the views of our general baptist brethren.
Forbidden to assemble for the worship of God, their dwell-
ings unjustly invaded by the emissaries of the law, and ob-
taining no redress from the local authorities, they resolved

3 [Brief History of the Western ¢ [Imperfect copies of these inter-
Association, by J. G. Fuller. 8vo. esting documents are in the Library
1823. p. 9.] of the Baptist Academy, Bristol.],
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to appeal to the king, Charles IIL., who but a few months
before, in order to obtain the crown, had promised liberty
of worship to all. “ Accordingly, they drew up a narra-
tive of their sufferings in an address to his Majesty; which
by the interest of an honourable member of parliament,
their messengers obtained an opportunity of delivering into
the hands of Charles II., on July 26th, 1660.”5 Mr.
Grantham and Mr. Joseph Wright were the messengers ;
the one a young man, scarce twenty-six years of age,
but an active evangelist in Lincolnshire ; the other, pastor
of the church at Westby. At the same time, the Confes-
sion was presented to the sovereign, which had been com-
posed in the spring of the year. It has often been reprinted.
since, in various forms, under the sanction of general
assemblies and associations. In his important work,
¢ Christianismus Primitivus,” Mr. Grantham has himself
reprinted it, adding thereto, * Explanatory Supplements,
and the testimony of many of the ancient writers of Chris-
tianity, to show that though the composition of these
articles be new, yet the doctrine contained therein is truly
ancient, being witnessed both by the holy scriptures and
later writers of Christianity.”

Another Confession proceeded from the same body, in
1678, conveying the sentiments of the general baptists in
Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, and the parts adjacent.
It was signed by fifty-four messengers, elders, and bre-
thren, and was an attempt to “unite and confirm all true
protestants in the fundamental articles of the Christian
religion, against the errors and heresies of the church of
Rome.”

This Confession is thus characterized by the historian of
the general baptists:—* The evident design of the compilers

5 [Taylor's Hist. of General Baptists, i, 186, 360.]
¢ [Book ii. pp. 81, 62.]
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of these articles appears to have been to approximate as
closely to the Calvinistic system as they could, without
giving up their distinguishing tenets; and in some doetrinal
points, it differs materially from the Confession of 1660.
This creed is very metaphysical, and attempts to explain
‘and account for those things which the former only asserts.
It is highly probable that this essay at the explication of
inexplicables, introduced or encouraged that spirit of
philosophizing on sacred subjects, which soon after its pub-
lication, distracted this denomination.”” A Mr. Thomas
Monk, a minister in Buckinghamshire, was considered as
the composer of this « Orthodox Creed.”™

In the year 1677 was published the first edition of a
Confession, which- has ever since been regarded as a just
exposition of the sentiments of the Calvinistic baptists. It
was “put forth by the elders and brethren of many con-
gregations of Christians (baptized upon profession of their
faith) in London and the country;” but without any names
appended. The preface, which is also given in the subse-
quent editions, sufficiently explains its object. Following
in the steps of the independents,® its compilers generally
adopt word for wurd the language of the Confession pub-
lished by the Assembly of Divines, in the days of the
Commonwealth, only departing from it or supplementing
its statements, as their peculiar views required.

The second edition appsared in 1688. In most copies of
this edition a leaf is inserted, informing us that the Confes-
sion had received the sanction of the general assembly which
met in London in September, 1689. The leaf must, there-
fore, have been inserted after the edition itself was published,
and some copies in the editor’s possession are without it.

7 [Taylor's Hist. i. 225, 361.] Cankering Error of the New Euty-
chians.” 8vo., 1673.]
3 [He was the author also of a ? [In the Savoy Declaration. See

book entitled, “ A Cure for the Hanbury's Memorials, iil. 515.]
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It appears, however, in the subsequent editions of 1699,
1719, and 1720; since which time the editions have been
too numerous to mention. The General Assembly which
met in London in June 1693, gave directions that the
Confession should be translated into Latin, ¢ with all con-
venient speed ;” but whether this was done is not known.

A few other Confessions were published during this
period by private individuals, as by John Bunyan,! and
Vavasor Powell.? In 1697, both Mr. Benjamin Keach
and Mr, Elias Keach published a short Confession for the
especial use of their congregations, meeting in Horsley-
down and at Tallow Chandlers’ Hall. This is based on the
¢¢larger Confession, put forth by the elders of the baptized
churches, owning personal election and final perseverance.”
The edition prepared by Mr. Benjamin Keach has a preface
addressed to his church, and is followed by the names of
the members subscribed, affirming that the articles  contain
what the aforesaid church believes concerning those truths
asserted therein.” It was signed on the 10th August, 1697.
Among other reasons for its publication, Mr. Keach says,
that the larger Confession was then out of print. The
name of Benjamin Stinton, as teacher, occurs among the
signatures. To the Confession, Mr. Keach has added a
small treatise on the glory of a true church and its dis-
cipline; the whole constituting a useful manual of doctrine
and practical godliness for the members of his church and
congregation.

The same parts make up the manual of Mr. Elias Keach,
which only differs from that of his father in the prefaces and
dedications. These are addressed to his own church, then
meeting at Tallow Chandlers’ Hall on Dowgate Hill; but
previously at Curriers’ Hall, near Cripplegate. It was

1 [Works by Offor. vol.ii.]
? [Life and Death of Mr. V. Powell. p. 20. edit. 1671.]
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subscribed by the members of the church, on the 15th
August, 1697.

In the minutes of the general assembly which met in
London in June, 1693, we find the following resolution :
¢ That a Catechism be drawn up, containing the substance
of the Christian religion, for the instruction of children
and servants; and that brother William Collins be desired
to draw it up.” From his judgment and knowledge, Mr.
Collins, the pastor of a church in Petty France, was well
able to produce a satisfactory work. It has often been
reprinted, and continues to be the only catechism of value
among baptists. Many other catechisms were published
during this century, as by Christopher Blackwood,* Ilenry
Jessey,* and Benjamin Keach ;* this last embracing many
other subjects of instruction beside religion.

The catechism here reprinted, together with the several
Confessions of Faith, will give a complete ideca of the pre-
vailing doctrinal sentiments of the baptist body in the seven-
teenth century. Amids some diversitics they held the
fundamental verities of the Christian faith, and must indu-
bitably be ranked among the hosts of evangelic Christendom.

The remainingpieces of this volume require no notice.
The notes appended to them will be found to afford the
necessary explanations.

? [A Soul Searching Catechism. ® [The Child’s Instructor ; a New
2nd edit. 1653.] and Easy Primer. 24mo. 1664.]
* [Catechism for Children, 1673.]
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A DECLARATION, ETC.

WE believe and confess :—
1.

That there are three which bear record in hecaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Spirit; and these three are one
God, in all equality: by whom all things are created and
preserved, in heaven and in earth. 1 .Jno,v. 7: Phil. ii. 5, 6;

Gen. 1.
2.

That this God in the beginning created all things of
nothing, and made man of the dust of the earth, in his own
image, in righteousness and true holiness; yet being tempted,

8.y fell by disobedience. Through whose disobedience, all men
sinned : his sin being imputed unto all; and so death went
over all men. Gen.i. 1; ii.7; i 27; Eph.iv. 24; iii. 1,
7: Rom. v. 12, 19.

3.

That by the promised sced of the woman, Jesus Christ,
[and by] his obedicnce, all are made righteous, all are made
alive: his righteousness being imputed untoall. Rom. v. 19;

1 Cor. xv 22.
B 2



4 CONFESSIONS OF FAITH.

4.

That notwithstanding this, men are by nature the children
of wrath, born in iniquity, and in sin conceived ; wise to all
evil, but to good they have no knowledge. Eph. ii. 3; Psa.
L. 55 Jer. iv. 22, The natural man recetveth not the things
of the Spirit of God. 1 Cor. ii. 14. And therefore man is
not restored unto his former estate. But that as man, in his
estate of innocency, having in himself all disposition unto
good, and no disposition unto evil, yet being tempted might
yield, or might resist; cven so now being fallen, and having
all disposition unto evil, and no disposition or will unto any
good, yet God giving grace, man may receive grace, or may
reject grace, according to that saying; [ call heaven and
earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you
life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that
both thou and thy seed may live. Deut. xxx. 19.

5.

That God before the foundation of the world hath pre-
destinated that all that believe in him shall be saved, and all
that believe not shall be damned; all which he knew before.
And this is the election and reprobation spoken of in the
seriptures, concerning salvation, and condemnation ; and not
that God hath predestinated men to be wicked, and so to be
damned, but that men being wicked shall be damned. Eph.
1 4, 12; Mark xvi. 16; Rom. viii. 29. For God would
have all men saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth,
and would have no man to perish, but would have all men
come to repentance, and willeth not the death of him that
dieth. 1 Tim. 1. 4; 2 Pet. 1. 9; Ezek. xviil. 32. And
therefore God is the author of no man’s condemnation, ac-
cording to the saying of the prophet; Thy destruction,
O Fsrael, is of thyself; but thy help is of me. Hos. xiii. 9.
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6.

That man is justified only by the righteousness of Christ,
apprehended by faith; yet faith without works is dead.
Rom. iii. 28 ; Gal. ii. 16; Jas. ii. 17.

7o

That men may fall away trom the grace of God, and from
the truth, which they have received and acknowledged, after
they have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made par-
takers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted of the good word
of God, and of the powers of the world to eome; and after
they have escaped from the filthiness of the world, may be
entangled again therein, and overcome. Heb. xii. 15; x. 26;
vi. 4, 5; 2 Pet. ii. 20. That a righteous man may forsake
his righteousness, and perish. Izek. xviii. 24, 26.  And
therefore let no man presume to think, that because he hath,
or had once grace, therefore he shall always have grace.
But let all men have assurance, that if they continue unto
the end, they shall be saved. Let no man then presume;
but let all work out their salvation with fear and trembling.

8.

That Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the second Person or
subsistence in the Trinity, in the fulness of time was mani-
fested in the flesh, being the seed of David, and of the
Israclites, according to the flesh, the Son of Mary the Virgin,
made of her substance, by the power of the Holy Ghost
overshadowing her ; and being thus true man, was like unto
us in all things, sin only excepted, being one person in two
distinet natures, true God, and true Man. Rom.1i. 3; ix.
5; Gal. iv. 4; Luke i. 35; Heb. iv. 15.

g8

That Jesus Christ 1s mediator of the new testament
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between God and man, having all power in heaven and in
earth given unto him, being the only King, Priest, and Pro-
phet of his church. He also being the only Lawgiver, hath in
his Testament set down an absolute and perfect rule of direc-
tion, for all persons, at all times, to be observed; which no
prince, nor any whosoever, may add to, or diminish from, as
they will avoid the fearful judgments denounced against
them that shall so do. 1 Tim. ii. 5; Matt. xxviii. 18;
Luke i. 33 ; Heb. vii. 24; Actsiii. 22 ; Rev. xxii. 18, 19.

10.

That the church of Christ is a company of faithful people,
separated from the world by the word and Spirit of God,
being knit unto the Liord, and one unto another, by baptism,
upon their own confession of the faith, and sins. 1 Cor. i. 2;
Eph.i. 1; 2 Cor. vi. 17; 1 Cor. xii. 13; Acts viil. 37;
Matt. iii. 6.

L

That though in respect of Christ the church be one, yet it
consisteth of divers particular congregations, even so many
as there shall be in the world ; every of which congregation,
though they be but two or three, have Christ given them,
with all the means of their salvation ; are the body of Christ,
and a whole church; and therefore may, and ought, when
they are come together, to pray, prophesy, break bread, and
administer in all the holy ordinances, although as yet they
have no officers, or that their officers should be in prison,
sick, or by any other means hindered from the church. Eph.
iv. 4 ; Matt. xvili. 20; Rom. viii. 32; 1 Cor. iii. 22; xii. 27;
xiv. 23; 1 Pet. iv. 10; ii. 5.

12,

That as one congregation hath Christ, so hath all. And
that the word of God cometh not out from any one, neither
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to any one congregation in particular, but unto every par-
ticular church, as it doth unto all the world. And therefore
no church ought to ehallenge any prerogative over any other.
2 Cor. x. 7; 1 Cor. xiv. 36; Col. 1. 5, 6.

13.

That every church is to reccive in all their members by
baptism, upon the confession of their faith and sins, wrought
by the preaching of the gospel, according to the primitive
institution and practice. And therefore churches eonstituted
after any other manner, or of any other persons, are not
according to Christ’s testament. Matt. xxviil. 195 Aectsii. 41.

14.

That baptism, or washing with water, is the outward
manifestation of dying unto sin, and walking in newness
of life; and therefore in nowise appertaineth to infants.
Rom. vi. 2, 3, 4.

15.
That the Lord’s supper is the outward manifestation of
the spiritual communion between Christ and the faithful,

mutually to declare his death until he come. 1 Cor. x. 16,
17 ; xi. 26.

16.

That the members of every church or congregation ought
to know one another, that so they may perform all the
dutics of love one towards another, both to soul and body.
Matt. xviii. 15; 1 Thess. v. 14; 1 Cor. xii. 25. And
especially the elders ought to know the whole flock, whereof
the Holy Ghost hath made them overseers. And therefore
a church ought mnot to consist of such a multitude, as cannot
have particular knowledge one of another. Acts xx. 28
1 Pet. v. 2, 3.
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17.

That brethren impenitent in any one sin, after the admo-
nition of the church, are to be excluded the communion of
the saints. And therefore not the committing of sin doth
cut off any from the church, but refusing to hear the church
to reformation. Matt. xviii. 17; 1 Cor. v. 4, 13.

18.

That excommunicants, in respect of civil society, are not
to be avoided. 2 Thess. iii. 15 ; Matt. xviii. 17.

19.

That every church ought, according to the example of
Christ’s disciples and primitive churches, upon every first
day of the week, being the Lord’s day, to assemble together,
to pray, prophesy, praise God, and break bread, and perform
all other parts of spiritual communion for the worship of
God, their own mutual edification, and the preservation of
true religion and piety in the church. John xx. 19; Acts ii.
42; xx. 73 1 Cor. xvi. 2. And they ought not to labour
in their callings, according to the equity of the moral law ;
which Christ came not to abolish, but to fulfil. Exod. xx.
8, &ec.

20.

That the officers of every church or cougregation are
either elders, who by their office do especially feed the flock
concerning their souls; or deacons, men and women, who by
their office relieve the necessities of the poor and impotent
Lrethren, concerning their bodies. Acts xx. 28; 1 Pet. v.
2,3; Acts vi. 1, 4.

2

That these officers are to be chosen when there are persons
qualified according to the rules in Christ’s testament, by
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election and approbation of that church or congregation
whereof they are members, with fasting, prayer, and laying
on of hands; and there being but one rule for elders, there-
fore but onc sort of elders. 1 Tim. iii. 2, 7; Tit. 1.6, 9;
Acts vi. 3, 4; xiii. 3; xiv. 23.

22,

That the officers of every church or congregation, are tied
by office only to that particular congregation whereof they
arc chosen. And therefore they cannot challenge by office
any authority in any other congregation whatsoever, except

they would have an apostleship. Aets xiv. 2335 xx. 17;
Tit. 1. 5.

23.

That the scriptures of the Old and New Testament are
written for our instruction; and that we ought to search
them, for they testify of Christ; and thercfore to be used
with all reverence, as containing the holy word of God,

which only is our direction in all things whatsoever. 2 Tim.
. 16; John v. 39.

24.

That magistracy is a holy ordinance of God; that every
soul ought to be subject to it, not for fear only, but for
conscience’ sake. Magistrates are the ministers of God for
our wealth, they bear not the sword for nought. They are
the ministers of God, to take vengeance on them that do evil.
That it is a fearful sin to speak evil of them that are in
dignity, and to despise government. We ought to pay
tribute, custom, and all other duties. Rom. xiii.; 2 Pet.
ii. 10. That we are to pray for them; for God would have
them saved, and come to the knowledge of his truth. 1 Tim.
ii. 1, 4. And thercfore they may be members of the church
of Clrist, retaining their magistracy; for no ordinance of
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God debarreth any from being a member of Christ’s chureb.
They bear the sword of God; which sword, in all lawful
administrations, is to be defended and supported by the
servants of God that are under their government, with their
lives, and all that they have, aceording as in the first institu-
tion of that holy ordinanee. And whosoever holds otherwise,
must hold, if they understand themselves, that they arc the
ministers of the devil, and therefore not to be prayed for,
nor approved, in any of their administrations; seeing all
things they do, as punishing offenders, and defending their
countries, state, and persons by the sword, is unlawful. That
it is lawful in a just cause, for the deciding of strife, to take
an oath by the name of the Lord. Heb. vi. 16; 2 Cor. i. 23;
Phil. 1. 8.

25.

That the dead shall rise again, and the living be changed
in a moment; having the same bodies in substance, though
diverse in qualities. 1 Cor. xv. 52; Job xxxviii. 19; xv.
28 ; Luke xxiv. 30.

26.

That after the resurrcction, all men shall appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, to be judged according to their
works. That the godly shall enjoy life cternal; the wicked,
being condemned, shall be tormented everlastingly in hell.
Matt. xxv. 46.

FINIS.
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[EPISTLE DEDICATORY.]

To the Right Honourable the Lords, Knights, Citizens, and

Burgesses in Puarliament assembled.
Right Honourable and most Noble Patriots,

Inasmuch as there hath been a book! lately presented
unto you, in whose dedicatory epistle there are many heinous
accusations unjustly and falsely laid against us,” we conceived
it necessary to make some declaration of our innocency, and
(to the end) humbly to present unto your view this our con-
fession of faith: here we unfeignedly declare, what in our
hearts we judge, and what we teach, and according to this
rule we desire and endeavour, through the grace of God, to
lead our lives. This confession of our faith we send forth to
speak the truth for us, and so to make our innocency to ap-
pear; desiring that the same light may guide others also to the

1 Dr, Featley’s Book, dedicated to
the Parliament. [The Dippers Dipt,
or, the Anabaptists Duck'd and
Plung’'d over Head and Eares, at a
Disputation in Southwark. 3rd edit.,
London, 1645.]

2 [“Of all heretics and schismatics
the Anabaptists onght to be most
carefully looked unto, and severely
punished, if not utterly exterminated
and banished out of the church and
kingdom. . . . They preach, and
print, and practise their heretical
impieties openly ; they hold their
conventicles weekly in our chief

cities and suburbs thereof, and there
prophesy by turns; . . . . they flock
in great multitudes to their Jordans,
and both sexes enter into the river,
and are dipt after their manner with
a kind of spell, containing the heads
of their erroncous tevets. ... And
ag they defile our rivers with their
impure washings, and our pulpits
with their false prophecies and fa-
natical enthusiasms, so the presses
sweat and groan under the load of
their blasphemies.” — Lpistle Dedi-
catory.)
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same way of truth and of obedience, both to God and to the
magistrate, who is the minister of God to us for good. We
hope your honours will permit us to speak with modesty in
our just defence. And when any shall provoke you to lift
up a hand against us, we desire you may seriously consider
Gamaliel’s counsel in Acts v.  We take no thought for our-
selves, for the Lord our God is all-sufficient; but we desire
and pray that you may do nothing against Christ, neither in
his members, nor in his ordinances, that there may be no
wrath upon you from the Lord, but that you, knowing the
innocent and protecting them according to the will of God,
may for the same be famous unto all generations, and the
memorial of your names may be precious among the saints
till the coming of King Jesus.



[PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.]

To all that desire the lifting up of the name of the Lord
Jesus in sincerity, the poor despised churches of God in
London send greeting, with prayers for their further increase
in the knowledge of Christ Jesus.

We question not but that it will seem strange to many
men that such as we are frequently termed to be, lying
under that calumny and black brand of heretics, and sowers
of division as we do, should presume to appear so publicly as
now we have done. But yet notwithstanding we may well
say, to give answer to such, what David said to his brethren,
when the Lord’s battle was a fighting. 1 Sam. xxix. 30. /s
there not a cause?  Surely, if ever people had canse to speak
for the vindication of the truth of Christ in their hands, we
have, that being indeed the main wheel at this time that sets
us a work ; for had anything by men been transacted against
our persons only, we could quietly have sitten still, and com-
mitted our cause to him who is a righteous Judge, who will
in the great day judge the secrets of all men’s hearts by
Jesus Christ. But being it is not only us, but the truth
professed by us, we cannot, we dare not but speak. Tt is no
strange thing to any observing man, what sad charges are
laid, not only by the world that know not God, but also by
those that think themselves much wronged, if they be not
looked upon as the chief worthies of the church of God, and
watchmen of the city. DBut it hath fared with us from them,
as from the poor spouse seeking her beloved. ~ Cant. v. 6, 7.
They finding us out of that common roadway themselves

i

~
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walk, have smote us and taken away our veil, that so we
may by them be odious in the eyes of all that behold us, and
in the hearts of all that think upon us, which they have done
both in pulpit and print, charging us with holding free will,
falling away from grace, denying original sin, disclaiming of
magistracy, denying to assist them either in persons or purse,
in any of their lawful commands, doing acts unseemly in the
dispensing the ordinance of baptism, not to be named amongst
Christians. All which charges we disclaim as notoriously
untrue, though, by reason of these calumnies cast upon us,
many that fear God are discouraged and forestalled in har-
bouring a good thought, either of us or what we profess;
and many that know not God [are] encouraged, if they can
find the place of our meeting, to get together in clusters to
stone us, as looking upon us as a people holding such things,
as that we are not worthy to live.

‘We have, therefore, for the clearing of the truth we pro-
fess, that it may be at liberty though we be in bonds,
briefly published a confession of our faith, as desiring all that
fear God, seriously to consider, whether (if they compare
what we here say and confess, in the presence of the Lord
Jesus and his saints) men have not with their tongues in
pulpit, and pens in print, both spoken and written things
that are contrary to truth. But we know our God in his
own time will clear our cause, and lift up his Son to make
him the chief corner stone, though he has been (or now
should be) rejected of master builders. And because it
may be conceived, that what is here published may be but
the judgment of some one particular congregation, more
refined than the rest, we do therefore here subseribe it, some
of each body in the name, and by the appointment of seven
congregations; who, though we be distinct in respect of our
“particular bodies, for conveniency sake, being as many as can
well meet together in one place, yet are all in communion,
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holding Jesus Christ to be our Head and Lord; under
whose government we desire alone to walk, in following the
Lamb wheresoever he goeth. And we believe the Lord will
daily cause truth more to appear in the hearts of his saints,
and make them ashamed of their folly in the land of their
nativity, that so they may, with one shoulder, more study to
lift up the name of the Lord Jesus, and stand for his appoint-
ments and laws; which is the desires and prayers of the con-
temned churches of Christ in London for all saints.

Subscribed in the names of seven churches in London ;—

WirrLiam KIFFEN, JonN MABBATT.
THoMAS PATIENCE.
Joux WEBB,

JOHN SPILSBERY, TaoMAS KirnuncoP.
GEorGE TIPPING,
SAMUEL RICHARDSON. Pavr Hossonx,

Troymas GoARE.
THOMAS SKIPPARD,
TroyAs MUNDAY. Joseru PHELPES,
Epwarp HEaTH.
TuoMAS GUNNE,



18 CONFESSIONS OF FAITH.

[PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.]
To the judicious and impartial Reader.

CourTEOUS READER ;

It is no wonder if it seem strange to thee, that we should
publish a confession of our faith, who are frequently termed
to be heretics and schismatics, and what not, though bunjustly 3
neither is it any discouragement unto us, though this sect (as
they call the anabaptists) is everywhere spoken against,
Acts xxviii. 22 ; and in that we are charged (for Christ’s
name sake) with the same things our Lord Jesus Christ and
his apostles were accused of. It is a merey, an honour, and
and a comfort unto us, when we remember what our Lord
hath said unto us, Blessed are ye when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and say all manner of evil falsely, for my
sake; rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in
heaven, for so persecuted they the prophets that were before you.
Matt. v. 11, 12.  The disciple is not above his master, nor the
servant above his Lord; it is enough for the disciple that he
be as his master, and the servant as his Lord. If they have
called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more
shall they call them of his household? Matt. x. 24, 25. If
the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated
you: if ye were of the world, the world would love her
own, but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen
you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. The
servant is not greater than the Lord : if they have persecuted
me, they will also persecute you, §c.  All these things
will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they
know not him that sent me; yea, and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution: but rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, that when
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his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy. John xv. 18,19, 20, 21; see Acts xxi. 28,
30, 31; and xiv. 22; 2 Tim. iii. 12: 1 Pet. iv. 13.

Our Lord Jesus was accused to be a seditious and mutinous
fellow ; Luke xxiii. 25. Paul was called a pestilent fellow,
and a mover of sedition, and a ringleader of the
sect of Nazarenes, Acts xxiv. 1, 5, 6, 8; xviil. 13; saying,
Away with such a fellow, for it isnot fit he should live;
saying, This fellow persuadeth men to worship God contrary
to the law. And our Lord Jesus Christ was accused of
perverting the people, and forbidding to give tribute to
Cesar ; and that he and his disciples did teach novelties, and
brake the traditions of the elders. Luke xxiii. 2, 14 ; Matt.
xv. 1—9. Christ was accused to have a devil, and to be
mad; saying to the people, Why do ye hear him? Johnx. 20.
Paul was estecemed to be mad: also they said, What will this
babbler sc;y? and that he taught new doctrine, Acts xxvi.
24, 25; xvii. 18, 19. And Christ was accused to speak
blasphemy, and they all condemned him to be guilty of death.
Mark xiv. 64. So some are offended at us for meeting in
houses to preach, and would have us punished for it; not-
withstanding, it was Christ’s and his apostles’ practice to do so,
whose example we are to follow. Christ taught upon a
mountain, and in a ship. Paul preached from house to
house. Also the church met together in an upper room,
where Peter preached; and Paul preached, and converted
Lydia by the river side; the disciples met together in the
night in an upper room; Paul preached two years in an
hired house, and received all that came unto him. Matt. v.
1, 2; and xiii. 2; Acts xx. 203 i. 13, 15, 163 ii. 2; xvi. 13,
14; xx. 7, 8, 9; xxviii. 30, 31. If he had lived in these
days and done so, it is to be feared some would have petitioned
against him. So some accuse us to be disturbers of the peace
of the commonwealth; yet all that know us can testify for

G
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us, that we meet together and depart in a peaceable manner.
And from Aects xvii. 5, 6, 7, it will appear, what persons
they were that disturbed the public peace; it is fit such
persons should be taken notice of and accordingly punished.
So we are blamed, because we frequent not their temples.
We dare not trust in lying words, saying, The temple of the
Lord, the temple of the Lord, are these. We know the Most
High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; and that we
are the temple of the living God; and that our bodies are
the temples of the Holy Ghost; and that Christ’s church is
not built with dead stones. Act vil. 48 ; xvii. 24, 25; 1 Cor.
i 16; vi. 3, 19; 1 Pet. 1. 4, 5; John iv. 20, &e. And
because there are but a few of us, some conceive we are in
an error, and that the least number should yield to the
greater; then it seems, if the number of the papists or
atheists exceed the number of the protestants, they must
forsake their religion. God in times past suffered all nations
to walk in their own ways; there was but one true prophet
to four hundred false. Aects xiv. 16; Exod. xxiil. 2; 1 King
xxii. 6, 7, &e. After three years’ preaching aud working
miracles by Christ, there was but a small number. Christ calls
his, a little flock: the scripture declares the greatest number
followed after the beast. Acts i. 14, 15; Luke xii. 32;
Matt. vii. 13, 14; Rev. xiii. 7, 16, 17. Also those that
preach amongst us are esteemed, as the apostles were, to be
unlearned and ignorant men. Apollos was instructed more
perfectly in the way of God by Aquila, a tradesman, and
Priscilla his wife; Aects iv. 133 xvii. 1, 2, 3, 26. But
the scripture saith; As every man hath received the gift,
even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards
of the manifold grace of God. 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11; see 1 Cor.
xiv. 3, 26, 31. Also some say of us, that we be of several
sects, and that we cannot agree among ourselves. Pilate
and Herod agreed together to crucify Christ; we dare
not agree as the Jews did, that if any did confess that
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Jesus was the Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue.
Luke xxiii. 12; John ix. 22; see 1 Cor. i. 10, 11, The
unjon Christ prayed for, we desire: and for such an agrec-
ment as agreeth not with the truth, we may not agree unto ;
therefore we desire it not. John xvil. 21; Eph. iv. 3—
17.  Yet the pzdobaptists differ more among themselves
than we do, and if this their reason have any strength in it,
it is against themselves: the several sects of peedobaptists
be papists, Arians, Nestorians, Pelagians, Donatists, Iluty-
chians, Greelans, Lutherans, Arminians, Episcopalians,
Nicolaites, Calvinists, Zuinglians, ITussites, and above twenty
other several sects, which are all baptizers of infants: and
notwithstanding, for other points, are all asunder, and have
all rent one from another; therefore we send them to
follow the counsel of Christ. Matt. vii. 3, 4, 5.

As the watchman dealt with the spouse of Christ, in her
secking her beloved, so they deal with us. Song 1ii. 2, 5;
v. 6, 7. They finding us out of that common and broad way
themselves walk in, they smite us, and take away our veil,
and veil us with reproaches and odious names: to incense all,
both good and bad, against us, that we may appear vile in
the eyes and hearts of all that behold us, or shall hear of us,
Acts xvi, 19.  Which they endeavour to do, both in pulpit
and print, not fearing to charge us with holding free-will,
falling from grace, denying election, original sin, children’s
salvation, the Old Testament, and men’s propriety in their
estates, and censuring all to be damned that are not of our
judgment and practice ; all which we disclaim, because they
are untrue. And as for the other things whereof we are
accused, we refer those who desire further satisfaction to the [
answers of them.! Yet by reason of the many accusations

! In a small treatise, intituled, by Samuel Richardson. [4to.London,
Briefe Considerations on Dr. Featley,  1645.]
his Book, intituled, The Dipper Dipt,
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that are cast upon us, although they cannot prove the things
whereof we are accused, yet the generality of the people are
incensed against us, and are encouraged, and set on by such,
to seek out the place of our meetings, which are the more
private, not because they are private, but because we have
not any more public places; but if any shall please to procure
us more larger places to meet in, we are willing to embrace
them with thankfulness and joy, although no man should
speak for us to those in authority, from whom one word were
enough to protect us from the violence we should be subject
unto. DBut as it was then, Acts xvii. 5, 6, 7, so it is now;
yet must we bear all the blame. But our God will in his
time clear our innocency, although now many stand looking
upon us as a people (holding such things) not worthy to live,
and are in danger by the rude multitude gathering together
to stone us. And had it been against our persons only, we
would have held our peace, and committed our cause to God;
but considering it is the truth that we profess that suffers,
we may not, nor dare not be neuters in matters of so high a
nature, but come in and speak to the help of the Lord
against the mighty.

Therefore, to free ourselves and the truth we profess
from such unjust aspersions, that it may be at liberty, though
we be in bonds, we have published a brief confession of our
faith (which we conceive most void of contention in these
sad and troublesome times). The thoughts of our hearts as in
the presence of God we here declarc, that it may appear to
the consciences of them that fear God, what wrong we suffer
from some who have ability to cast mists, and dark clouds,
which overshadow the glory of the truth, and them that
profess it. Jude, 14 15. And although they acknowledge
with us that the truth is not fully discovered, yet they will
tie all future discovery to a former light, and conccive
they do well in so doing. But God will by his truth
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show their error, and exalt Jesus Christ, the chief corner-
stone, which the builders so much reject. And lest
this should be thought to be the judgment of some particular
persons, this is done by the consent and appointment of seven
congregations or churches in London, with the names of some
of each of them subsecribed in the behalf of the whole. And
although we be distinet in our meetings, for conveniency ;
yet are we one in faith, fellowship, and communion, holding
Jesus Christ for our head and lawgiver, under whose rule
and government we desire to walk, and to follow the Lamb
wheresoever he goeth, that when our Lord and King shall
call us to account, we may be found ready and worthy to be
received into our Master’s joy. Until which time we desire
to spend these few days we have here to remain, to the
glory of God, the honour of the gospel, the saints’ comfort,
and our country’s good, to our own account at the great day
when Christ shall come in flaming fire, taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Thess. i. 8.

Subseribed by us in the behalf of seven congregations or
churches of Christ in London. As also by a French con-
gregation of the same judgment.

TromAs GUNNE, TmoMas MUNDEN,
JonnN MassiT, GEORGE TIPPING,
JOHN SPILSBERY, WirLam Kirren,
SAMUEL RICHARDSON, Tiomas PATIENT,
Pauvr Hossox, HANSERD KNOLLYS,
TrOMAS GOARE, Tuomas HowLws,
BexsamiNn COCKES, DEeNIS LE BARBIER,
Tuaomas KiLixor. CristorH LE DURET.? *

2 [Five of these names do mnot were appended to the first edition
appear in the first edition; viz, which do not appear here; viz.,
Hanserd Knollys, Thomas Holms, Thomas Skippard, John Webbe,
Benjamin Cockes (or Cox) and the  Joseph Phelps, and Edward Heath.]
two French ministers. Four names
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THE EPISTLE TO THE READER.?

CoUuRTEOUS READER,

There is nothing wherein saints should be more con-
versant than in promoting the honour of the Lord and his
Christ, striving and studying to walk before him agreeable
to the truth recorded in his word; the consideration of which
is a strong inducement unto us to engage (to the utmost of
our abilities) in this work, that when other men content
themselves by living below the rule, we may strive to walk
close thereunto (suitable to the pattern left us by God in his
word); and when many account it their glory to turn their
backs upon what they professed to have received from Christ,
we may strive to honour God, by a stedfast continuance in
what we have received, and in a diligent speaking the things
which we have seen and heard from him, the weight of which
at first prevailed upon us to declare unto the world this our
confession of faith and faithful epistle, which we have again
reprinted, and made public for the reasons following :—

First, The invitations and earnest solicitations of several
of our brethren, from all parts of the nation, whose hearts
long to behold (in public) our stability and perseverance in
the way and truth of our God, that by it they may have where-
with to put to silence those who have lately taken liberty
to reproach and undervalue the truth professed by us.

Secondly, That the world may behold that through grace,

3 [For the Dedication and Ad- substituted in the editions of 1651
dress to the Reader of the edition and 1652.]
of 1646, the following Epistle is
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(by which alone we stand) we are preserved from backsliding
or revolting from the way and truth, we for some years have
followed God in: in which (through faith and obedience) we
trust to be continued, unto the coming of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Thirdly, That we might prevent Satan and his accomplices
in their enterprises, who have of late abounded more than
ordinary with stratagems and inventions, to circumvent poor
saints in their stability and love unto the truth; amongst
which this was no small one (in several remote parts), that we
had cast off all our former profession and practice, so that
none remained together worshipping God in his way, own-
ing themselves the churches of Christ, but were grown up to
a further attainment and light (as they say) to live more
immediately with God and Christ, than in such low, mean,
and contemptible a way as ordinances, thinking thereby to
stumble and dishearten many whose hearts were approved to
God. '

Fourthly, That we might take off prejudice from the
hearts of those (many of which we have comfortable hopes)
who are or may be prejudiced against us, from these many
invectives and bitter unjust reproaches, we are or may be
(for worshipping God according to our conscience and the rule
of truth) exposed unto, and they (if it be the good pleasure
of our God) come to understand our practice, and subject
themselves to the Lord in his commands.

Lastly, The remembrance of what good this our under-
taking hath formerly done, in the countries where it hath
been spread (of which we had particular notice from several,
whose hearts have been refreshed therewith), is no small in-
ducement to us to bring this forth again in print.

Courteous friend! we desire thee soberly to weigh and
consider what we have professed before men, and angels, out
of the simplicity of our hearts, and let not prejudice prevent
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thy profiting ; but make it thy great care and study to give
up thy understanding to love and receive the truth, as it is
in Jesus, delighting thyself in that government, which is by
his own hand established in his house. Be not disheartened
although thou shouldest hear of the miscarriage of some,
knowing that in many things we sin all, and come short of
the grace of our God; nor if thou shouldest be advertised of
the falling away of any one, do but consider we live in the
last ages of the world, wherein many shall depart from the
truth (neither is it a new thing for men to relinquish their
profession).

But strive thou to follow God fully, and to stand fast in
the simplicity of the truth; and God our Father, and our
Lord Jesus Christ, be with thee, and be thy guide and coun-
sellor.

Signed in the name, and by the appointment of the afore-
said several churches, meeting in London.

‘WiLLiam KIFFEN, EpwArD HARRISON,
JOHN SPILSBERY, RicHARD GRAVES,
JOSEPH SANSON, Epwarp RoBERTS,
Huea GosSNELL, Tuomas WATERS,
Tuoxas PavwLr, Hexry Forry,
Joseril PATSHALL, THroMAS YOUNG,
Wirriam CONSET, Jorn 'Warson.*

4 [Only two of the above, Mr. W. Kiffin and Mr. John Spilsbery, signed
the previous editions.]
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CONFESSION OIF FAITH

SEVEN?*® CONGREGATIONS OR CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN
LONDON, WHICH ARE COMMONLY (THOUGH
UNJUSTLY) CALLED ANABAPTISTS.

I.

Tae Lord our God is but (1 Cor. viii. 6; Tsa. xliv. 6,
xlvi. 9) one God, whose (Ilxod. iii. 14) subsistence is in
himself; whose essence cannot be comprehended by any but
himself; who only bath immortality (1 Tim. vi. 16), dwell-
ing in the light which no man can approach unto; who is in
himself most (Isa. xliii. 15) holy, every way (Psal. exlvii. 5)
infinite, in (Deut. xxxii. 3) greatness, (Job. xxxvi. 5) wis-
dom, (Jer. x. 12) power, love ; (Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7) merciful
and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and
truth, who giveth (Aects xvii. 28; Rom. xi. 36) being,
moving, and preservation to all ereatures.

106

In this divine and infinite being, there is the (1 Cor. i. 3)
Father, the (Jobn i. 1) Word, and the (John xv. 26) Holy
Spirit, each having the whole divine (Exod. iii. 14) essence,
yet the essence undivided ; all infinite without any beginning,

° [The several; editions, 1651, 1652.]
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therefore but (1 Cor. viii. 6) one God, who is not to be
divided in nature and being, but distinguished by several
peculiar relative properties.

II1.

God hath (Isa. xlvi. 105 Eph.i. 11; Rom. xi. 33) decreed
in himself before the world was concerning all things, (Psa.
cxv. 3, cxxxv. 6) whether necessary, (Psal. xxxiii. 15; 1
Sam. x. 9, 26) accidental, or voluntary, with all the circum-
stances of them,’ to work, dispose, and bring about all things’
according to the counsel of his own will, to his glory (yet
without being the author of sin, or having fellowship with
any therein); in which appears his wisdom in disposing all
things, unchangeableness, power, and faithfulness in accom-
plishing his decree : and God hath, before the foundation of
the world, foreordained some men to eternal life, through
Jesus Christ, to the praise and glory of his grace ; leaving
the rest in their sin® to their just condemnation, to the praise
of his justice. Prov. xxi. 6; Exod. xxi. 13; Prov. xvi. 33;
Psal. exliv.; Isa. xlv. 7; Jer. xiv. 22; Matt. vi. 28, 30; Col.
1. 16, 17; Numb. xxiii. 19, 20; Rom. iii. 4; Jer. x. 10;
Eph.i. 4, 5; Jude 4, 6; Prov. xvi. 4.

1V.

In ihe (Gen.i 135 Col. i. 16; Isa. xlv. 12) beginning
God made all things very good; created man after his own
(1 Cor. xv. 45, 46) image, filled with all meet perfection of
nature, and free from all sin; but (Eccles. vii. 29) long he
abode not in this honour, Satan using the subtlety of the
(Gen. iii. 1,4, 5; 2 Cor. xi. 3) serpent to seduce first Eve,

6 [“Whether necessary . . . of 8 [“To act in their sin,” edit.
them ;” omitted in edit., 1651, 1652.]  1651-2.]

7 [« About all things,”—them about,
edit. 1651, 2.]
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then by her seducing Adam ; who without any compulsion,
in eating the forbidden fruit, (1 Tim. ii. 14) transgressed the
command of God, and fell, whereby (Gal. iii. 22) death came
upon all his posterity, who now are conceived in sin, and by
nature the children of wrath, the servants of sin, the subjects
of (Rom. v. 12, 18, 19, vi. 22; Ephes. ii. 3) death, and other
miseries in this world, and for ever, unless the Lord Jesus
Christ set them free.

V.

God in his infinite (Job xxxviil. 11) power and wisdom,
doth (Isa. xlvi. 10, 11; Eccles. iii. 14) dispose all things to
the end for which they were created, that neither good nor
evil 9 befalls any by chance, or without his (Matt. x. 29, 30;
Exod. xxi. 135 Prov. xvi. 33) providence; and that what-
soever befalls the elect, is by his appointment, for his glory,
and their (Rom. viii. 28) good.

VI

All the elect being (Jer. xxxi. 3) loved of God with an
everlasting love, are (Eph.i. 3, 7, ii. 4, 95 1 Thess. v. 9)
redcemed, quickened, and saved, not by themselves, nor their
own works, lest any man should boast, but only and wholly
by God, of his free (Acts xiii. 383 2 Cor. v. 21; Jer. ix. 23,
24) grace and mercy through Jesus Christ, who is made
unto us by God, (1 Cor. i. 30, 31; Jer. xxiii. 6) wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, and all in all,
that he that rejoiceth might rejoice in the Lord.

VIL

And (John xvii. 3; Heb. v. 9) this is life eternal, that we
might know him the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
he hath sent. And (1 Thess. i. 8; John vi. 36) on the con-

% [% Good nor evil”—anything, edit. 1651, 2.]
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trary, the Lord will render vengeance in flaming fire, to them
that know not God, and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ.

VIIIL

The rule of this knowledge, faith, and obedience, concern-
ing the worship of God, in which is contained the whole
duty of man, is (not (Col. ii. 23; Matt. xv. 9, 6) men’s laws,
or unwritten?! traditions, but) only the word of God con-
tained in the holy (John v. 39 ; 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17 ; Isa.
viil. 20; Gal. i. 8, 9; Acts iii. 22, 23) scriptures, in which
is plainly recorded whatsoever is needful for us to know,
believe, and practise, which are the only rule of holiness and
obedience for all saints, at all times, in all places to be ob-
served.

IX,

The Lord Jesus Christ, of whom (Gen. iii. 15, xxii. 18,
xlix. 10; Dan. vii. 13, ix. 24, 25, 26) Moses and the pro-
phets wrote, the apostles preached, he is the (Prov. viii. 23;
John i. 1, 2, 3 ; Ieb. i. 8) Son of God, the brightness of his
glory, &c. by whom he made the world, who upholdeth and
governeth all things that he hath made; who also, when the
(Gal. iv. 4) fulness of time was come, was made of a woman,
of the tribe of (Heb. vii. 14; Rev.v. 5; with Gen. xlix. 9, 10;
Rom. 1. 3, ix. 10; Matt. 1. 16; Luke iii. 23, 26; Heb. ii.
16; Isa, liii. 3, 4, 5; Heb. iv. 15) Judah, of the seed of
Abraham and David ; to wit, of the Virgin Mary, the Holy
Spirit coming down upon her, the power of the Most High
overshadowing her; and he was also tempted as we are, yet
without sin.

%5 -
Jesus Christ (1 Tim. ii. 5; Heb. ix. 15; John xiv. 6) is

! [“ Unwritten ;” omitted in edit. 1651, 2.]
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made the mediator of the new and everlasting covenant of
grace between God and man, ever to be (Isa. ix. 6, 7) per-
fectly and fully the prophet, priest, and king of the church
of God for evermore.

XI.

Unto this office he was appointed by (Prov. viii. 23 ; Isa.
xlii. 6, xlix. 15) God from everlasting, and in respect cf his
manhood, from the womb called, separated, and (Isa. xi. 2,
3, 4,5, Ixi. 1, 2, with Luke iv. 17, 22; John i. 14, 16, iii.
34) anointed most fully and abundantly with all gifts neces-

sary, God having without measure poured out his Spirit upon
him.

XI1I.

Concerning his mediatorship, the scripture holds forth
Christ’s call to his office: for (Heb. v. 4, 5, 6) none takes this
honour upon him, but he that is called of God as was Aaron;
it being an action of God, whereby a special promise being
made, he ordains his Son to this office; which promise is,
that Christ should be made a sacrifice for sin, that he should
see his (Isa. liii. 10, 11) seed, and prolong his days, and the
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand, (John iii. 16 ;
Rom. viii. 32) all of mere frec and absolute grace towards

God’s elect, and without any condition foreseen in them to
procure it.

XIII.

This office, to be mediator, that is, to be prophet, priest,
and king of the church of God, is so proper to Christ, that
ncither in whole, or any part thercof, it cannot be transferred
from him to any other. (I Tim. ii. 5; Heb. vii. 145 Dan_
vii. 14; Acts iv. 12; Luke i. 33; John xiv. 6).
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XIV.

This office to which Christ is called, is threefold, as (Deut.
viil. 15, with Aects iil. 22, 23) a prophet, (Heb. iii. 1, and iv.
14, 15) priest, and (Psal. ii. 6) king: this number and order
of offices is necessary; for in respect of our (2 Cor. v. 20;
Acts xxvi. 18) ignorance, we stand in need of his prophetical
office. And in respect of our great (Col.i. 21) alienation
from God, we need his priestly office to reconcile us: and in
respect of our averseness and utter inability to return to God,
we need his kingly office, to (John xvi. 8) convince, (Psal. cx.
3) subdue, (Cant. i. 3; John vi. 44) draw, (Phil. iv. 13)
uphold and (2 Tim. iv. 18) preserve us to his heavenly
kingdom.

XV.

Concerning the prophesy of Christ, it is that whereby he
hath (John i. 18, and xii. 49, 50, and xv. and xvii. 8; Deut.
xvill. 15) revealed the will of God, whatsoever is needful for
his servants to know and (Matt. xxiii. 10) obey ; and there-
fore he is called not only a prophet and doctor, and the
(Heb. iii. 1) apostle of our profession, and the (Mal. iii. 1)
angel of the covenant, but also the very (1 Cor. i. 24 ; Col.
ii. 3) wisdom of God, in whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge, who for ever continueth revealing the
same truth of the gospel to his people.

XVI.

That he might be a prophet every way complete, it was
necessary he should be God,-and also that he should be man;
for unless he had been God, he could never have perfectly
understood the will of God ; and unless he had been man, he
could not suitably have unfolded it in his own person to men.
John 1. 18 ; Acts 1ii. 22, with Deut. xviii. 15; Heb. i. 1.
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That Jesus Christ is God is wonderful clearly expressed in the scriptures.
He is called, the mighty God, Isa. ix. 6 ; that Word was God, John i. 1 ; Christ
who 18 God over all, Rom. ix. 5; God manifested in the JSesh, 1 Tim. iii. 16.
The same is very God, 1 John v. 20 ; he is the first, Rev. i. 8; he gives being
to all things, and without him was nothing made, John i. 2; he forgiveth
sins, Matt. ix. 6; he is before Abraham, John viii. 58; he was, and is, and
ever will be the same, Heb. xiii. 8; he is always with his to the end of the
world, Matt. xxviii. 20, which could not be said of Jesus Christ, if he were
not God. And to the Son ke saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever,
Heb. i. 8 ; John i. 18.

Also, Christ is not only perfectly God, but perfect man, made of a woman,
Gal. iv. 4, made of the seed of David, Rom. i. 3; coming out of the loins of
David, Acts ii. 30, of Jesse and Judah, Acts xiii. 23; in that the children
were partakers of flesh and blood, he himself likewise took part with them,
Heb. ii. 14; ke took not on him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham,
v.16. So that we are bone of his bone, and flesh of his fesk, Eph. v. 30; so
that ke that sanctifieth, and they that are sanctified, are all of one, Heb. ii, 11.
See Acts iil. 22, Deut. xviii. 15, Heb. i. 1.

XVIL

Concerning his (John xvii. 19; Heb. v. 7, 8, 9, and x. 12;
Rom. v. 19; Eph. v. 2; Col. i.20; Eph. ii. 14, 15, 16; Rom.
viil. 34) priesthood, Christ having sanctified himself, hath
appeared once to put away sin, by that one offering of him-
self a sacrifice for sin, by which he hath fully finished and
suffered all things God required for the salvation of his elect,
and removed all rites and shadows, &c., and is now entered
within the veil into the holy of holies, which is the presence
of God. Also, he makes his people a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifice acceptable to God
through him. Neither doth the Father accept, or Christ
offer to the Father, any other worship or worshippers. Heb.
ix. 24, and viii. 1; 1 Pet. ii. 5; John iv. 23, 24.

XVIIIL

The priesthood was not legal or temporary, but according
to the order of (Heb. vii. 17) Melchisedec, and is stable and
perfect, not for a (Heb. vii. 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25) time, but

D
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for ever, which is suitable to Jesus Christ, as to him that ever
liveth: Christ was the priest, sacrifice, and altar: he was a
priest according to both natures; he was a sacrifice according
to his human nature, whence in (Heb. v. 6) scripture it is
attributed to his body, to his (Heb. x. 10; 1 Pet. i. 18, 19;
Col. . 20, 22) blood: yet the effectualness of this sacrifice did
depend upon his divine nature, therefore it is called the blood
of God. He was the altar according to his (Ileb. ix. 13;
Acts xx. 28) divine nature, it belonging to the (Heb. ix. 14,
and xiil, 10, 12, 15; Matt. xxiil. 17 ; John xvii. 19) altar to
sanctify that which is offered upon it, and so it ought to be
of greater dignity than the sacrifice itself.

XIX.

Concerning his kingly office, (1 Cor. xv. 4; 1 Pet. iii. 21,
22 ; Matt. xxviil. 18, 19, 20; Luke xxiv. 51 ; Aectsi. 1,and
v. 30, 31; John xix. 36; Rom. xiv. 9; John v. 26, 27; Rom.
v. 6,7, 8, and xiv. 17; Gal. v. 22, 23; Mark i, 27; Ieb. i
14; John xvi. 155 Job. i. 8; Rom. i. 21, xvii. 18; Eph.iv.
17, 18; 2 Pet. ii.) Christ being risen from the dead, and
ascended into heaven, and having all power in heaven and
earth, he doth spritually govern his church, and doth exercise
his power over all angels and men, good and bad, to the pre-
servation and salvation of the elect, and to the over-ruling
and destruction of his enemies. By this kingly power he
applieth the benefits, virtue, and fruits of his prophesy and
priesthood to his elect, subduing their sins, preserving and
strengthening them in all their conflicts against Satan, the
world, and the flesh, keeping their hearts in faith and filial
fear by his Spirit: by this his mighty power he ruleth the
vessels of wrath, using, limiting, and restraining them as it
seems good to his infinite wisdom.
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XX.

This his kingly power shall be more fully manifested when
he shall come in glory to reign among his saints, when he
shall put down all rule and authority under his feet, that the
glory of the Father may be perfectly manifested in his Son,
and the glory of the Father and the Son in all his members.
1 Cor. xv. 24, 28; Heb. ix. 28; 2 Thess. i. 9, 10; 1 Thess.
iv. 15, 16, 17 ; John xvii. 21, 26.

XXI.

Jesus Christ by his death did purchase salvation for the
elect that God gave unto him. These only have interest in
him, and fellowship with him,* for whom he makes intercession
to his Father in the behalf of, and to them alone? doth God
by his Spirit apply this redemption unto, as also the free
gift of eternal life* is given to them, and none else. Eph.
i. 14; Heb. v. 9; Matt. i. 215 John xvii. 6; Heb. vii. 25
1 Cor. 1. 12 ; Rom. viii. 29, 30; 1 John v. 12; John xv. 13;
John iii. 16.

XXII.

Faith is the (Ephes. ii. 8; John vi. 29, and iv. 10;
Phil. i. 29 Gal. v. 22) gift of God, wrought in the hearts
of the elect by the Spirit of God; by which faith? they
come to know and believe the truth of the (John xvii
17; Heb. iv. 11, 12; John vi. 63) scriptures, and

2 [“These have interest in him, 4 [“And glory ;” inserted in edit.
and being called have fellowship with 1651, 2.]

him.”—Edit. 1651, 2.] 5 [“Faith ;” omitted in edit.
3 [“ Alone,” omitted in edit, 1651, 2.]
1651, 2]

D 2
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the excellency of them above all other writings and all
things in the world, as they hold forth the glory of God in
his attributes, the excellency of Christ in his nature and
offices, and of the power and fulness of the Spirit in its work-
ings and operations, and so are enabled to cast their souls
upon this truth thus believed.

XXIIL

All those that have this precious faith wrought in them by
the Spirit, can never finally nor totally fall away, seeing the
gifts of God are without repentance; (Matt. vii. 24, 25;
John xiii. 10; John x. 28, 29) so that he still begets and
nourisheth in them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, (1 Pet.
i. 4, 5, 6; Isa. xlix. 13, 14, 15, 16) and all the graces of the
Spirit unto immortality ; and though many storms and
floods arise and beat against them, yet they shall never be
able to take them off that foundation and rock, which by
faith they are fastened upon; notwithstanding through un-
belief, and the temptations of Satan, the sensible sight of this
light and love be clouded and overwhelmed for a time, yet
God is still the same, and they shall be sure to be kept by
the power of God unto salvation, where they shall enjoy
their purchased possession, they being engraven upon the
palms of his hands, and their names having been written in
the book of life from all eternity.

XXIV.

Faith is ordinarily (Rom. x. 17; 1 Cor. i. 28) begotten by
the preaching of the gospel, or word of Christ, without
respect to (Rom. ix. 16) any power or agency in the creature;
but it being wholly (Ezek. xvi. 16; Rom. iii. 12) passive,
and dead in trespasses and sins, doth believe and is converted
by no less (Rom.i. 16; Kphes.i. 19; Col. ii. 12) power
than that which raised Christ from the dead.
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XXV.

The preaching of the gospel to the conversion of sinners
is (John iii. 14, 15, and i. 12; Isa. lv. 1; John vii. 37)
absolutely free; no way requiring as absolutely necessary,
any qualifications, preparations, or terrors of the law, or pre-
ceding ministry of the law; but only and alone the naked
soul, a (1 Tim. i. 15; Rom. iv. 5, and v. 8; Acts v. 30, 31,
and ii. 36; 1 Cor. 1. 22, 24) sinner and ungodly, to receive
Christ crucified, dead, and buried, and risen again, who is
made a Prince and a Saviour for such sinners as through the
gospel shall be brought to believe on him.

XXVI.

The same power that converts to faith in Christ, carrieth
on the (1 Pet.i. 5; 2 Cor. xii. 9) soul through all duties,
temptations, conflicts, sufferings; and whatsoever a believer
is, he is by (1 Cor. xv. 10; Phil.ii. 12, 13; John xv. 5; Gal.
ii. 19, 20) grace, and is carried on in all obedience and temp-

tations by the same.

XXVII

All believers (1 Thess. i. 1; John xvii. 21, and xx. 17; Heb.
ii. 11; 1 John iv. 16) are by Christ united to God, by which
union God is one with them and they are one with him;
and that all believers are the (Gal. 1i. 19, 20) sons of God,
and joint heirs with Christ, to whom belong all the promises
of this life, and that which is to come.

XXVIIL

Those that have union with Christ, are justified from
(1 John i. 75 Heb. x. 14, and ix. 263 2 Cor. v.19; Rom. iii.
23; Acts xiii. 38, 39; Rom. v. 1, and iii. 25, 30) all their
sins by the blood of Christ; which justification is a gracious
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and full acquittance of a guilty sinner from all sin, by God,
through the satisfaction that Christ hath made by his death
for all their sins. And this applied (in the manifestation of
it) through faith.®

XXIX.

All believers are a holy and (1 Cor. xi.; 1 Pet. ii. 9) sanctified
people, and that sanctification is a spiritual grace? of the
(Eph. i. 4) new covenant, and an effect of the (1 John iv. 16;
Matt. xxviil. 20) love of God manifested in the soul, whereby
the believer presseth after a heavenly and evangelical obedi-
ence to all the commands which Christ, as head and kirg in
his new covenant, hath prescribed to them.

XXX.

All believers through the knowledge of (2 Cor. v. 19;
Rom. v. 9, 10) that justification of life given by the Father,
and brought forth by the blood of Christ, have as their great
privilege of that new (Isa.liv. 10, and xxvi. 12) covenant,
peace with God and reconciliation, whereby they that were
afar off are made nigh by (Eph. ii. 13, 14) that blood, and
have (Eph. iv. 7) peace passing all understanding; yea, joy
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by (Rom. v. 10, 11)
whom we have received the atonement.

XXXI.

All believers in the time of this life, are in a continual
(Rom. vil. 23, 24; Eph. vi. 10, 11, 12, 13) warfare and
combat against sin, self, the world, and the devil; and are
liable to all manner of afflictions, (Heb. ii. 9, 10; 2 Tim. iii.
12) tribulations, and persecutions, being (Rom. viii. 29;

¢ [Edit. 1851, 2, read, “ And this 7 [“Is a spiritual grace;” edit.
is to be applied by the Spirit through 1651, 2, read, “is a special fruit.”]
believing.”]
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1 Thes. iii. 3; Gal. ii. 19, 20; 2 Cor. v. 7) predestinated
and appointed thereunto; and whatsoever the saints possess
or enjoy of God spiritually, is by faith; and outward and
temporal things, are lawfully enjoyed by a civil right by them
who have (Deat. ii. 5) no faith.

XXXII.

The only strength by which the saints are enabled to
encounter with all oppositions and (John xvi. 33) trials, is
(John xv. 53 Phil. iv. 11) only by Jesus Christ, who is the
Captain of their salvation, being made perfect through (Heb.
ii. 9, 10) sufferings, who hath engaged his faithfulness and
and strength to assist them in all their afflictions, and to
uphold them in all their temptations, and to preserve them
by his power to his everlasting kingdom.” (2 Tim. iv. 18)

XXXIII.

Jesus Christ hath here on earth a spiritual kingdom, (Matt.
xi. 11; 2 Thess. i. 15, and 1 Cor. i. 2; Eph. i. 1) which
is his church, whom he hath purchased and redeemed to him-
self as a peculiar inheritance ; which church is a company of
visible saints, (Rom. i. 7; Acts xix. 8, 9, and xxvi. 18;
2 Cor. vi. 17; Rev. xviii. 4) called and separated from the
world by the word and (Acts ii. 37, with x. 37) Spirit of
God, to the visible profession of the faith of the gospel,
(Rom. x. 10; Matt. xviii. 19, 20; Aects ii. 42) being baptized
into that faith, and joined to the Lord, and each to other, by
mutual agreement,’ in the (Acts ix. 26; 1 Pet. ii. 5) practical
enjoyment of the ordinances commanded by Christ their head
and king.

8 [« And glory;” added in edit. 1651, 2.]
® [« By mutual consent,” edit. 1651, 2.]
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XXXIV.

To this church he (Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, 20) hath made his
promises, and given the signs of his covenant, (1 Cor. xi. 24,
and iil. 213 2 Cor. vi. 18; Rom. ix. 4, 5); presence, accepta-
tion, love, (Psal. exxxiii. 3) blessing, and (Rom. iii. 7, 10)
protection. Here are the fountains and springs of his
heavenly graces (Ezek. xlvii. 2), flowing forth to refresh and
strengthen them.

XXXV.

And all his servants of all estates are to acknowledge him
to be their prophet, priest, and king; (Aects ii. 41, 47 ; Isa.
iv. 33 1 Cor. xii. 6,7, 12, 18; Ezck. xx. 40, 37) and called
thither to be enrolled among his household servants, to pre-
sent their bodies and souls, and to bring their gifts [that] God
hath given them, to be under his heavenly conduct and govern-
ment, to lead their lives in this walled sheepfold, and watered
(Cant. iv. 12; Iph. ii. 19 ; Rom. xii. 4, 5, 6 ; Col. i. 12, and
il. 5, 6, 19) garden, to have communion here with his saints,
that they may be assured that they are made meet to be
partakers of their (Acts xx. 32) inheritance in the kingdom
of God ; and to supply each other’s wants, inward and out-
ward; (and although each person hath a (Acts v. 4) propriety
in his own estate, yet they are to supply each other’s wants,
according as their (Acts ii. 44, 45, and iv. 34, 35) necessities
shall require, that the name of Jesus (Luke xiv. 26; 1 Tim.
vi. 1) Christ may not be blasphemed through the necessity
of any in the church; and also being come, they are here by
himself to be bestowed in their several order, due place,
peculiar use, being fitly compact and knit together (Eph. iv.
16) according to the effectual working of every part, to the
edifying of itself in love.

XXXVI.
Being thus joined, every church (Acts i. 23, 26, and vi. 3,
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with xv. 22, 25) hath power given them from Christ, for
their well-being, to choose among themselves meet persons for
(Rom. xii. 7, 8) elders and deacons,' being qualified accord-
ing to the word, (1 Tim. iii. 2,6, 7, 8; 1 Cor. xii. 8, 28;
Heb. xiii. 7, 17; 1 Pet. v. 1, 2, 3) as those which Christ
hath appointed in his Testament, for the feeding, governing.
serving, and building up of his church, and that none have
any power to (1 Pet.iv. 15) impose on them either these or
any other.

XXXVIL

That the ministers lawfully called, as aforesaid, ought to
continue in their calling and place, according to God’s ordi-
nance, and carefully to feed the flock of God committed to
them, not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. Heb.v. 4:
Joh. x. 3, 4; Acts xx. 28, 29; Rom. xii. 7, 8; Heb. xii. 7,
-k Pei v, 1.2, 3!

XXXVIII1:

The mitisters of Christ ought to have whatsoever they
shall need, supplied freely by the church, that according to
Christ’s ordinance, they that preach the gospel should live of
the gospel by the law of Christ. 1 Cor. ix. 7, 14; Gal. vi. 8:
Phil. iv. 15, 16; 2 Cor. x. 4; 1 Tim. i. 9; Psal. ex. 3.

XXXIX.

Baptism is an ordinance of the (Matt. xxviii. 18, 19; John
iv. 1; Mark xvi. 15, 16 ; Acts ii. 37, 38, and viii. 36, 37, 38,
and xviii.) new testament, given by Christ, to be dispensed
upon persons professing faith, or that are made disciples; who
upon profession of faith,” ought to be baptized, and after to
partake of the Lord’s supper.

1 [First edit., “Pastors, teachers, 3 [“And desiring of it;” inserted
elders, and deacons.”] in edit. 1651, 2]

? [This article is omitted in the
subsequent editions of 1651, 1652 ]
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XL.

That the way and manner of the (Matt. iii. 6, 16; Mark
1. 5, verse 9, reads into Jordan in Greek ; John iii. 23; Acts
viii. 38 ; Rev. ii. 5, and vii. 14, with Heb. x. 22) dispensing
this ordinance, is dipping or plunging the body under water ;
it being a sign, [it] must answer the thing signified, which is,
that interest the saints have in the (Rom. vi. 3,4, 5, 6;
2 Cor. xv. 28, 29) death, burial, and resurrection of Christ:
and that as certainly as the body is buried under water and
risen again, so certainly shall the bodies of the saints be raised
by the power of Christ in the day of the resurrection, to reign
with Christ.*

XLI.

The person designed by Christ to dispense baptism, the
scripture holds forth to be a disciple ; it being nowhere tied to
a particular church officer, or person extraordinarily sent, the
commission enjoining the administration, being given to them
as considered disciples, being men able to preach the gospel.
Isa. viii. 16; Eph. i, 7; Matt. xxviil. 19; John iv. 2
Acts x. 7; chap. xi. 20; 1 Cor. xi. 24, with 1 Cor. x.
16, 17.

XLII

Christ hath likewise given power to his church to receive
in and cast out any member that deserves it; and this
power is given to every congregation, and not to one parti-
cular person, either member or officer, but in relation to the
whole body, in reference to their faith and fellowship. Rom.
xvi. 23 Matt. xviii. 17; 1 Cor. v. 4, 11, 13, with xii. 6, 2, 3;
2 Cor. 1i. 6, 7.

¢ The word baptizo signifies to dip  [Which is also our practice, as many
or plunge, (yet 80 as convenient gar- eye-witnesses can ftestify.  Edit.

ments be both upon the administrator 1651, 2.]
and subject, with all modesty.)
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XLIII.

Aud every particular member of each church, how ex-
cellent, great, or learned soever, is subject to this censure
and judgment: and that the church ought not without great
care and tenderness, and due advice, but by the rule of faith,?
to proceed against her members. Matt. xviii. 16, 17, 18
Acts xi. 2, 3; 1 Tim. v. 19, 20, 21; Col. iv. 17; Acts xv.
18,73,

XLIV.

Christ, for the keeping of this church in holy and orderly
communion, placeth some special men over the church, who
by their office are to govern, oversee, visit, watch; so like-
wise for the better keeping thereof, in all places by the
members, he hath given authority, and laid duty upon all to
watch over one another. Acts xx. 27, 285 IHeb. xiit. 17, 24;
Matt. xxiv. 45; 1 Thess. v. 2, 14; Jude 3. 20; Heb. x. 34,
35, and xii. 15.

XLV.

Also such to whom God hath given gifts in the church
may and ought to prophesy, according to the proportion of
faith, and so to teach publicly the word of God, for the
edification, cxhortation, and comfort of the church. 1 Cor.
xiv. 3, &c.; Rom. xii. 6; 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11; 1 Cor. xii. 7
1" Thes. v. 19, 20,°21.

XLVL

Thus being rightly gathered, and continuing in the obe-
dience of the gospel of Christ, none are to separate for faults
and corruptions (for as long as the church consists of men

5 [“And truth,” ingerted in edit. 1651, 2.]



44 CONFESSIONS OF FAITH.

subject to failings, there will be difference in the true con-
stituted church) until they have, in due order and tenderness,
sought redress thereof. Rev. ii. and iii. chap.; Acts xv. 123
1 Cor.i. 10; Heb. x. 25; Jude 19.; Rev. ii. 20, 21, 24;
Acts xv. 1, 2; Rom. xiv. 1, and xv. 1, 2, 3.

XLVIL

And although the particular congregations be distinct and
several (1 Cor. iv. 17, and xiv. 33, 36, and xvi. 1) bodies,
every one as a compact and knit (Psal. exxii. 3; Eph. ii.
12, 19, with Rev. xxi.) city within itself: yet are they all to
walk by (1 Tim. iii. 15, and vi. 13, 14; 1 Cor. iv. 17) one
rule of truth ; so also they (by all means convenient) are to
have the counsel and help (Acts xv. 2, 3; Cant. viil. 8, 9;
2 Cor. viil. 1, 4, 13, 14) one of another, if necessity require
it, as members of one body, in the common faith, under
Christ their head.

XLVIIL

A civil (Rom. xiii. 1, 2, 3, 45 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14; 1 Tim. ii.
1, 2, 3) magistracy is an ordinance of God, set up by him for
the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that
do well; and that in all lawful things, commanded by them,
subjection ought to be given by us in the Lord, not only for
wrath, but for conscience’sake; and that we are to make sup-
plications and prayers for kings, and all that are in authority,
that under them we may live a quiet and peaceable life, in
all godliness and honesty.

The supreme magistracy of this kingdom we acknowledge to be the King
and Parliament (now established) freely chosen by the kingdom, and that we
are to maintain and defend all civil laws and civil officers made by them,
which are for the good of the commonwealth: and we acknowledge with
thankfulness that God hath made this present king and parliament honourable

in throwing down the prelatical hierarchy, because of their tyranny and
oppression over us, under which this kingdom long groaned, for which we are
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ever engaged to bless God, and honour them for the same. And concerning the
worship of God, there is but one Lawgiver, which is able to save and destroy,
James iv. 12, which is Jesus Christ, who hath given laws and rules sufficient
in his word for his worship ; and for any to make more, were to charge Christ
with want of wisdom or faithfulness, or both, in not making laws enough, or
not good enough for his house : surely it is our wisdom, duty, and privilege
to observe Christ’s laws only, Psa. ii. 6, 9, 10, 12. So it is the magistrate’s
duty to tender the liberty of men’s consciences, Eccl. viii. 8, (which is the
tenderest thing unto all conscientious men, and most dear unto them, and
without which all other liberties will not be worth the naming, much less
enjoying) and to protect all under them from all wrong, injury, oppresgion,
and molestation ; so it is our duty not to be wanting in nothing which is for
their honour and comfort. And whatsoever is for the well-being of the com-
monwealth wherein we live, it is our duty to do; and we believe it to be our
express duty, especially in matters of religion, to be fully persuaded in our
minds of the lawfulnesss of what we do, as knowing whatsoever is not of faith
is sin: and as we cannot do anything contrary to our understandings and
consciences, so neither can we forbear the doing of that which our under-
standings and consciences bind us to do; and if the magistrate should require
us to do otherwise, we are to yield our persons in a passive way to their power,
as the saints of old have done, James v. 4. And thrice happy shall he be, that
shall lose his Jife for witnessing (though but for the least tittle) of the truth
of the Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Pet. v., Gal, v.” ¢

XLIX.

But in case we find not the magistrate to favour us herein,’
(Actsii. 40,413 iv. 19; v.28,29,41; xx. 23; 1 Thess.iii. 3;
Phil. 1. 28, 29; Dan. iii. 16, 17; vi. 7, 10, 22, 23,) yet we
dare not suspend our practice, because we believe we ought
to go on in obedience to Christ, in professing the faith which
was once delivered to the saints, which faith is declared in the
holy scriptures, and this our confession of faith a part of
them ; and that we are to witness to the truth of the old and

¢ [The above remarks were omitted
in the editions of 1651 and 1652

ing way : “ That we have great cause
to bless God and to be thankful for

when the king was no longer alive,
and the government was in the hands
of Cromwell.]

7 [The two subsequent editions
commence this article in the follow-

the peace and liberty we enjoy in the
service of our God under the present
government ; but if the magistrate
should not favour us herein, yet we
dare not,” &ec., &e.]
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new testament unto the death, if necessity require, in the
midst of all trials and afflictions, as his saints of old have
done, not accounting our goods, lands, wives, children,
fathers, mothers, brethren, sisters; yea, and our own lives
dear unto us, so we may finish our course with joy, remem-
bering always, that we ought to (1 Tim. vi. 13, 14, 15; Rom.
xii. 1, 8; 1 Cor. xiv. 37) obey God rather than men, who will,
when we have finished our course and kept the faith, give us
(Rev. ii. 20) the crown of righteousness; to (2 Tim.iv. 6, 7,8;
Rom. xiv. 10, 12; 2 Cor.v. 10; Psa. xlix. 7; Psa. 1. 22)
whom we must give an account of all our actions, and no man
being able to discharge us of the same.

L.

It is lawful for a Christian to be a magistrate or civil
officer; and also it is lawful to take an oath, so it be in truth,
and in judgment, and in righteousness, for confirmation of
truth and ending of all strife; and that by rash and vain
oaths the Lord is provoked, and this land mourns.  Acts viii.
38; x.1,2,35,44; Rom. xvi. 23; Deut. vi. 13; Rom. 1. 9;
2 Cor. x. 11; Jer. iv. 2; Heb. vi. 16. .

[In the first edition, the 49th and 50th articles were as follows. In subse-
quent editions, articles 50 and 52 were substituted, on Oaths and a Resurrec-
tion.

“49. The supreme magistracy of this kingdom we believe to be the king and
parliament, freely chosen by the kingdom ; and that in all those civil laws
which have been acted by them, or for the present is or shall be ordained, we
are bound to yield subjection and obedience unto in the Lord, as conceiving
ourselves bound to defend both the persons of those thus chosen, and all civil
laws made by them, with our persons, liberties, and estates, with all that is
called ours, although we should suffer never so much from them in not actively
submitting to some ecclesiastical laws, which might be conceived by them to be
their duties to establish, which we for the present could not see, nor our con-
sciences could submit unto; yet are we bound to yield our persons to their
pleasures.

“50. And if God should provide such a mercy for us, as to incline the magis-
trates’ hearts so far to tender our consciences, as that we might be protected by
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them from wrong, injury, oppression, and molestation, which long we formerly
have groaned under by the tyrauny and oppression of the prelatical hierarchy,
which God through mercy hath made this present king and parliament won-
derful honourable, as an instrument in his hand, to throw down ; and we
thereby have had some breathing time, we shall, we hope, look at as a mercy
beyond our expectation, and conceive ourselves further engaged for ever to
bless God for it.]”

LI.

We are to give unto all men whatsoever is their due, as
their place, age, and estate require; and that we defraud no
man of anything, but to do unto all men as we would they
should do unto us. 1 Thess. iv. 6; Rom. xiii. 5, 6, 7; Matt,
xxii. 215 Tit. iii.; 1 Pet. ii. 15, 17; v. 5; Eph. v. 21, 23 ;
vi. 1, 9; Tit. iii. 1, 2, 3.

LII.

There shall be a (Acts xxiv. 15; 2Cor. v. 10; Rom. xiv. 12)
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust, and
every one shall give an account of himself to God, that every
one may receive the things done in his body, according to
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

THE CONCLUSION.

Thus we desire to give unto Christ that which is his, and
unto all lawful authority that which is their due : and to owe
nothing to any man but love, to live quietly and peaceably, as
it becometh saints, endeavouring in all things to keep a good
conscience, and to do unto every man (of what judgment
soever) as we would they should do unto us; that as our
practice is, so it may prove us to be a conscionable, quiet,
and harmless people (no ways dangerous or troublesome to
human society), and to labour and work with our hands
that we may not be chargeable to any, but to give to him that
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needeth, both friends and enemies, accounting it more excel-
lent to give than to receive. Also we confess that we know
but in part, and that we are ignorant of many things which
we desire and seek to know; and if any shall do us that
friendly part to show us from the word of God that we see
not, we shall have cause to be thankful to God and them.
Baut if any man shall impose upon us anything that we see
not to be commanded by our Lord Jesus Christ, we should in
his strength rather embrace all reproaches and tortures of
men, to be stripped of all outward comforts, and if it were
possible, to die a thousand deaths, rather than to do anything
against the least tittle of the truth of God, or against the
light of our own consciences. And if any shall call what we
have said heresy, then do we with the apostle acknowledge,
that after the way they call heresy, worship we the God of
our fathers, disclaiming all heresies (rightly so called) because
they are against Christ, and to be stedfast and immovable,
always abounding in obedience to Christ, as knowing our
labour shall not be in vain in the Lord.

Psarn. Lxxiv. 21, 22.

Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: remember how the
foolish man blasphemeth thee daily.

Oh, let not the oppressed return ashamed, but let the poor and
needy praise thy name.

Come, Lord Jesus! come quickly.

FINIS.
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A MORE FULL

DECLARATION
FAITH AND JUDGEMENT

OF
BAPTIZED BELEEVERS:

Be ready always, saith the apostle Peter, to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope that s in you, with meekness and fear,
1 Pet. iii. 15. It is therefore our duty, in meekness and love, to give an answer
to those godly persons which desire to be fully informed of our judgment
concerning religion and the ways of our God. To those, therefore, that have
cxpressed a desire to be so informed, I thus answer —

In a book lately reprinted, entitled, “ A Confession of Faith of Seven Con-
gregations or Churches of Christ in London,” &c., is a plain and sincere ex-
pression of our judgment in the things therein spoken of, in 52 Articles:
and if our judgment touching some particulars, wherein we scem or are
supposed to dissent from some others, do not appear clearly enough in that
confession, I hope the same shall somewhat more clearly appear in this
ensuing Appendix.!

I

We believe that the punishment due to Adam for his first
rebellion, and due to all men for their sin in Adam, and for
all their sins against the law, was not a laying of the whole
person of man in the dust, or grave, eternally without life or
sense; for then the punishment of man that sinned, should
not have differed from the punishment of the brute beast that
sinned not. But the punishment due to man, as aforesaid,

[Mr. Cox's name is subseribed to the Confession of 1646. It is there
spelt Benjamin Cockes.]

E 2
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was indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, and that
eternal: and consequently the redemption which we have by
Christ from the curse of the law, is a redemption from eternal
misery and torment. This we learn from these places of Serip-
ture compared together; Rom. ii. 8,9 ; Jude 7; Gal. il
13; Heb. ix. 12.

II.

We believe that the eternity of the punishment of the
vessels of wrath is an absolute eternity, knowing no end ; as
well as the eternity of the life of the saints: Matt. xxv. 46.
This we maintain against those that affirm “that all men shall
be saved at the last.”

I11.

Although all the power of the creature to act be from the
Creator, and there is a providence of God always extended to
every creature and to every action of the ecreature; yet we
judge that the sinful corruption of the creature, and the sin-
fulness of the creature’s action, is from the creature, and not
from God; and that it is a great sin to say that God is the
author of sin: Eecel. vii. 29; Habak. 1. 13; Jas. 1. 13, 14, 15;
1 Cor. xiv. 33 ;1 John ii. 16. As touching that place which
is here objected against us, viz., Amos iil. 6, Shall there be
evil in a city, §c.—we conceive that it is either to be ren-
dered according to the last translation in the margin; Shall
there be evil in a city, and shall not the Lord do somewhat ?
Or else that it is to be understood only of the evil of punish-
ment, and not of the evil of sin,

IV.

We teach that they only do or can believe in Jesus Christ,
to whom it is given to believe in him by a special, gracious,
and powerful work of his Spirit; and that this is (and shall
be) given to the elect in the time appointed of God for their
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effectual calling; and to none but the clect. John vi. 64, 65;
Philip. i. 29; Jer. xxxi. 33, 34; Ezek. xxxvi. 26; Rom.
viii. 29, 30; John x. 26. This we hold against thosc that do
maintain a freewill and sufficient ability in all men to believe,
and do deny election.

V.

We affirm, that as Jesus Christ never intended to give
remission of sins and eternal life unto any but Lis sheep
(John x. 15; John xvii. 2; Ephes. v. 23, 26, 27; Rev.v.9);
so these sheep orly have their sins washed away in the blood
of Christ. The vessels of wrath, as they are none of Christ’s
sheep, nor ever do believe in him, so they have not the blood
of Christ sprinkled upon them, neither are they partakers of
him; and therefore have all their sins remaining upen them,
and arc not saved by Christ from any of them under any
consideration whatsoever; but must lic under the intolerable
burden of them eternally. The truth of this appears unto us
by the light of these seripturcs compared together; Heb. xii.
24; 1 Pet. i 2; Heb. iii. 14; Matt. vii. 23; Eph. v. 65 1
Tim. 1. 9; John viii., 24.

VI

Though some of our opposers do affirm, that by this doe-
trine we leave no gospel to be preached to sinners for their
conversion; yet through the goodness of God we know and
preach to sinners this precious gospel: God so loved the world
(that is, hath been so loving to mankind) that ke gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life, John iii. 16; and this faithful saying,
worthy of all aceeptation, that Jesus Christ came into the world
to save sinners, 1 Tim. i. 15; viz, all those sinners (how vile
and grievous soever) not only which already do, but also
which hereafter shall believe on him to life cverlasting, 1 Tim.
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1. 16 ; and that to Christ all the prophets give witness, that
through his name, whosoever belicvethin kim shall receive remission
of sins. Acts x. 43. And this is called #he word of the Gospel,
Acts xv. 7. This is the gospel which Christ and his apostles
preached, which we have received, and by which we have
been converted unto Christ. And we desire to mind what
Paul saith in Gal. 1. 9, If any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received, let him be anathema.

VIIL

Though we confess that no man doth attain unto faith by
his own good will, John i. 13, yet we judge and know that
the Spirit of God doth not compel a man to believe against
his will, but doth powerfully and sweetly create in a man a
new heart, and so make him to believe and obey willingly;
Ezek. xxxvi. 26 ; Psa. cx. 3. God thus working in us both
to will and to do, of his good pleasure; Philip. ii. 13.

VIIIL.

Though all our workings for life be in vain, irregular, and
not accepted of God (Jesus Christ being our life, who is
freely given to us of God), yet we believe and know that
being made partakers of Jesus Christ we do, and shall, and
must, through him, and walking in him, bring forth the fruit
of good works, serving God (in true obedience, and love, and
thankfulness unto him), in holiness and righteousness, being
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which he hath before ordained that we should walk in them ;
Eph. 1i. 10 ; Lukei. 74, 75.

IX.

Though we that believe in Christ be not under the law,
but under grace, Rom. vi. 14; yet we know that we are not
lawless, or left to live without a rule; ot without law to God,
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but under law to Christ. 1 Cor. ix. 21. The gospel of Jesus
Christ is a law or commanding rule unto us, whereby, and
in obedience whereunto, we are taught to live soberly, right-
cously, and godly in this present world; Titus 1. 11, 12;
the directions of Christ, in his evangelical word, guiding us
unto and in this sober, righteous, and godly walking, 1 Tim.
10, 11.

X.

Though we be not now sent to the law, as it was in the
hand of Moses, to be commanded thereby, yet Christ in his
gospel teacheth and commandeth us to walk in the same way
of righteousness and holiness that God by Moses did eommand
the Israelites to walk in, all the commandments of the second
table being still delivered unto us by Christ, and all the com-
mandments of the first table also (as touching the life and
spirit of them) in this epitome or brief sum, ZThou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, &c. Matt. xxii. 37, 38,
39, 40; Rom. xiii. 8, 9, 10.

PR

Though no sin be imputed to those that believe in Christ,
nor any sin do totally or fully reign over them, or in them;
yet in them the flesh lusteth against the spirit, Gal. v. 17
and in many things they all offend, James iii. 2; where the
apostle speaks of offences that one believer may take notice
of in another. Thus there is not a just man upon earth,
that doth good and sinneth not, Eccles. vii. 20; and if we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. 1 John i. 8.

XIIL

Though there be no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus, yet are they taught, and that effectually, to be
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ashamed of their sins, Rom. vi. 21; and to be sorry for them
after a godly sort, 2 Cor. iii. 9, 10, 11; yea to loathe them-
selves for them, Iizek. xxxvi. 31; because that sin is an evil
and a filthy thing, and in its own nature tends to the pro-
voking and dishonouring of God, being disobedient against
God, and a thing which the most holy God declares himself
to loathe and abhor; so that nothing but the blood of Christ
could purge us from our sins and reconcile us to God, whom
by sin we had offended. Therefore the saints both are and
must be grieved, and must judge themselves, because they
have sinned against their holy and glorious God, and merciful
and loving Father, 1 Cor. xi. 31.

XIII.

Though nothing be hid from God, and God imputeth not
iniquity to any believer, yet ought we to confess our sins
unto God, and to beseech him to deal with us according to
his own promise ; viz., to be still gracious and merciful unto
us though we have sinned against him, not being wroth with
us, nor rebuking us, nor ceasing to do good unto us because
we have sinned, Isa.liv. 9; Heb. viii. 12 ; Dan. ix. 18, 19, 20;
Psa. xxxii. 5; Psa. xxv. 7; Ezek. xxxvi. 37 ; James v. 15.
Thus, according to Christ’s direction, we pray unto God to for-
give us our sins, Luke xi. 4; yet still we areto look upon God
as our Father, Luke xi. 2; and consequently upon ourselves as
his children; and so not short of justification, or under wrath,
but washed in Christ’s blood from all our sins. In such con-
fession and petitions we show obedience to God, and do also
exercise faith towards God, and repentance, or godly sorrow
for sin, by which we see and confess that we for our parts
have deserved wrath.

XIV.

Though they which are once really engrafted into Christ, shall
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certainly be kept by the power of God through faith unto sal-
vation, 1 Pet. 1. 55 yet ought they to beware, lest being led
away with the error of the wicked, they fall from their own
steadfastness, 2 Pet. iii. 17. They ought, therefore, to seek
continual support from God. Yea, they ought to seck at
God’s hand (in prayer, and in the right use and study of his
word, and in the right use of his ordinances), not only con-
tinuance, but also growth in grace, 2 Pet. iii. 18. Iirst,
because this is God’s command. Secondly, because God,
who will establish them, will do it in this way; viz., giving
them grace to be obedient to this his command, and blessing
them in this obedience.

XV.

As we mind that our whole salvation is given unto us of
the Father by Jesus Christ, and for his sake ; so we likewise
mind, that the Father’s giving Jesus Christ for us, and te
us, and so saving us in him and for his sake, is the acting
and manifesting of that free love of his towards us, which
was in himself from all eternity, John xvii. 23; Eph.
i 4, 5.

XVIL

Although a true believer, whether baptized or unbap-
tized, be in the statc of salvation, and shall certainly be
saved ; yet in obedience to the command of Christ every
believer ought to desire baptism, and to yield himself to be
baptized according to the rule of Christ in his word. And
where this obedience is in faith performed, there Christ
makes this his ordinance a mean of unspeakable benefit to
the believing soul, Acts ii. 38, xxii. 16; Rom. vi. 3, 4;
1 Pet. iii. 21.  And a true believer that here sces the com-
mand of Christ lying upon him, cannot allow bimself in dis-
obedience thereunto, Acts xxiv. 16.
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XVII

Believers baptized ought to agree and join together in a
constant profession of the same doctrine of the gospel, and in
professed obedience thereunto, and also in fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers, Acts ii. 42. And a com-
pany of baptized believers so agreeing and joining together,
are a church or congregation of Christ, Acts ii. 47.

XVIIL

As the preaching of the gospel, both for the conversion
of sinners, and the edifying of those that are converted; so
also the right use of baptism, and of the Lord’s supper, ought
to be till the end of the world, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20; 1 Cor.
xi. 26.

XIX.

A disciple gifted and enabled by the Spirit of Christ to
preach the gospel, and stirred up to this service by the same
Spirit bringing home to his soul the command of Christ in
his word for the doing of this work, is a man authorized and
sent by Christ to preach the gospel; see Luke xix. 12, &e.;
Mark xvi. 15; and Matt. xxviil. 19; compared with Acts
viii. 4; Philip. i. 14; 3 John 7. And those gifted disciples
which thus preach Jesus Christ who came in the flesh, are
to be looked upon as men sent and given of the Lord, 1 John
iv. 2; Rom. x. 15; Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. And they which
are converted from unbelief and false worship, and so brought
into church fellowship by such preachers, according to the
will of Christ, are a seal of their ministry, 1 Cor. ix. 2. And
such preachers of the gospel may not only lawfully admi-
nister baptism unto believers, and guide the action of a
church in the use of the supper (Matt. xxviii. 19; Acts viil
5—12; 1 Cor. x. 16) ; but may also call upon the churches,
and advise them to choose fit men for officers, and may
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settle such officers so chosen by a church, in the places or
offices to which they are chosen, by imposition of hands and
prayer, Acts vi. 3—6; xiv. 23; Titus i. 5.

XX.

Though a believer’s right to the use of the Lord’s supper
do immediately flow from Jesus Christ apprehended and
received by faith; yet inasmuch as all things ought to be
done not only decently, but also in order, 1 Cor. xiv. 40;
and the word holds forth this order, that disciples should be
baptized, Matt. xxviii. 95 Acts ii. 38; and then be taught
to observe all things (that is to say, all other things) that
Christ commanded the apostles; Matt. xxviii. 20; and accord-
ingly the apostles first baptized disciples, and then admitted
them to the use of the supﬂer, Acts 11. 4, 42 ; we therefore
do not admit any to the use of the supper, nor communicate
with any in the use of this ordinance, but disciples baptized,
lest we should have fellowship with them in their doing con-
trary to order.

XXI.

Although we know that in some things we are yet very
dark, and in all things as yet we know but in part, and do
therefore wait upon God for further light; yet we believe
that we ought in our practice to obey, and serve, and glorify
God, in the use of that light which he hath given us; and
not neglect the good using of that light which God hath
already given us, under pretence of waiting.for more, 1 Cor.
xiil. 93 Acts xviii. 25.

XXIIL

As Christ doth not teach nor allow that we should be
without natural affection, or unsociable (sec Rom. i. 31), so
our being made partakers of Christ doth not discharge us
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from the duties of our relations. Believing servants must
perform the duties of servants towards their masters, though
unbelieving, 1 Tim. vi. 6. So believing children must per-
form the duties of children towards their parents, Col. iii. 20;
believing wives, the duties of wives towards their husbands,
1 Pet. iii. 1; and believing subjects must be subject to prin-
cipalities and powers, and obey magistrates, Rom. xiii. 1, &e.;
Titus iii. 1; 1 Pet. ii. 183—15. But still they must remem-
ber that their fear toward God must not be taught by the
precept of men, Isa. xxix. 13; that they ought to obey God
rather than men, Acts v. 29; and that the submission that
must be given to men, must be given to them for the Lord’s
sake, 1 Pet. ii. 14.

Thus I conclude with the apostle’s words (in 2 Tim. ii. 7)
a little varied, but not misapplicé 5 Consider what we teach, and
the Lord give you understanding in all things.

FINIS.
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THE EPISTLE DEDICATORY.

To the Sons and Daughters of Zion, grace, peace, &c., be
maultiplied.

DEeARLY BELOVED,

It may with some seem altogether needless and useless to
bring to public view, a narrative of faith in such a day as
this is; especially there having been the like brought forth
by several baptized congregations formerly.! Unto which
we reply, that our publishing this narrative of our faith
and practice, is not from any dislike we found with the
former confession of our beloved brethren, whom we own,
and with whom we are one both in faith and practice, neither
is there anything in ours contradictory to our brethren, that
we know of, that have gone before us.

" We can say, when the Lord set us first upon this work, we
did not think of bringing it to public view; but did it rather
for a trial of our unity in the faith, for our more clear
fellowship one with another, from our harmony in faith and
practice.

Yet, having finished it according to our apprehensions (and
we believe a measure of the teachings of the Lord), now
judge there is a more than ordinary necessity for us thus to
publish our faith.

1. In regard of the general charge laid upon our pro-
fession, as if none in the countries that professed baptism
were of our brethren’s judgment that published that con-

! We mean the Narrative published by the seven churches in London.

v
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fession of faith in London, but hold freewill, falling away
from grace, &c., all which, through the grace of God, we
disclaim ; and not only we, but to our knowledge many other
churches in the adjacent counties, who stand fast in the pro-
fession of the unchangeable love of God in Jesus Christ to
his people.

2. Being very sensible of the great distractions and divi-
sions that are amongst professing people in this nation, the
many ways and wiles of Satan to seduce and deceive souls,
the great departing from the faith, and that under glorious
notions of spiritualness and holiness, Satan transforming him-
self into an angel of light, and his ministers into ministers
of righteousness ; we could not but judge it our bounden
duty in this our day to come forth in a renewed declaration
of our faith, as a public testimony before all men that
(through grace) we do with one soul desire to cleave to the
Lord, contending earnestly for the faith that was once given
to the saints: for this being the great design of Satan to
destroy the faith and practice of the gospel churches, we
judge nothing more suitable and proper to us as churches of
our Lord, wherein we might bear our witness for him (in
this day of temptation) in print as well as in practice, than
this our testimony to the faith and truth as it is in Jesus.
And, oh! that it might be a remembrancer to all our sister
churches in this commonwealth, that they be not soon
moved from the hope of the gospel; and give us leave to
cry mightily unto you, and to be your remembrancers, as
from the Lord, in these few following particulars:—

1. That it be your care, and that which may daily lie next
your hearts, to have a high and precious esteem of Jesus
Christ, and of him ecrucified; God having made him to his
people, to be the way, the truth, and the life. John xiv. 6.
I know that it hath been the design of Satan in all ages to
seek the undermining of Him; for Satan knows that God
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hath made him to be the way of salvation to all that truly
believe in him. Hence it is that the devil said to Christ,
We know thee who thou art, &c.  The devil knows that there
is no other name given under heaven by which we may be
saved, Acts iv. 12; he who goes about like a roaring lion,
secking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8 and if he cannot
have his prey in one way, he will seek it in another; he can
and doth transform himself into an angel of light, and his
ministers as the ministers of the righteousness, 2 Cor xi. 14,
15. Itis all one with the adversary, whether he ruin souls
in the way of profession or in a way of profaneness; and if
in profession he cannot quiet souls with the form without
the power, which is his great work, 2 Tim. iil. from the
first to the fifth verse, Pet. i. 16; then he will pretend to
bring them into a power without all form : all form must be
accounted fleshly, yea, Christ himself (the muost glorious dis-
pensation of God, the spirit and the life of souls truly
living in him by faith, without whom there is neither grace
nor glory) must now be accounted fleshly, and all that own
it, must be of the devil. Oh! the subtle ways of Satan to
deceive and ruin souls. Obh! give us leave to call upon you,
and to ery unto the Lord both for ourselves and you, that
he who is our shepherd, and bishop of our souls, would now
be our keeper in this hour of temptation. Oh! be not easily
cheated out of your esteem of and interest in a crucified
Jesus. Oh! little do souls think what they lose when they
part with the man Christ Jesus, trampling the blood of the
covenant under feet, for nothing but wind and vanity. They
sow the wind, and shall reap the whirlwind, if mercy do not
recover them again, who lay aside Christ, scripture, and
obedience all at once, subjecting themselves to a suggestion,
or voice within them, more than to the mind of God, written
in the holy scriptures ; who lay aside Christ in all his offices.
We say again, let it be your care, yea, your great care, as
F
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you hope for mercy in that day, that you keep close to your
head, Christ Jesus, from whom some are turned aside. And
let it be our work rather to be mourning and lamenting the
state of poor deluded souls, than to run away from Christ
and truth with them. Oh! let not any of us, who have
owned the Lord, part with him because others do it; or
trample under foot his ordinances, because we see and hear
others do it. But rather let that noble spirit appear .in you
that was in the prophet, Psa. cxix. 97, and 126, 127, They
make void thy law, therefore I love thy commandments above
gold, &e. Do men under pretence of light, trample under
foot the blood of the covenant, and his ordinances, all at
once, and pretend love in it, and persuade you to do it? Oh!
love Christ and his laws the more, love them above gold, yea,
fine gold ; so shall you manifest yourselves to be the spouse
of Christ, betrothed unto him in truth, and not a harlot that
doth run away from him, and then say all is well, &ec.

2. Let it be your great care to press after, and live more
in the power of the gospel. This is that which will prove
the condemnation of men who live in the profession of the
gospel without the power and life of the gospel, 2 Tim. ii.
5; Tit, 1. 16.  For the gospel of Christ is the power of
God unto salvation, Rom. 1. 16 ; and if you do indeed live
in the power of the gospel, you shall have your fruit unto
holiness, and the end everlasting life. Rom. vi. 22. We do
not mind such a power as men pretend to in these days, viz.,
a light and a voice within them, without any relation to
church or scripture ; but the power of Christ handed forth
in the ministration of the gospel, through the exercise of
faith in Jesus: for ye are kept by the power of God, through
faith unto salvation, 1 Pet. i. 5; living in the constant
apprehension of Christ crucified for you, ever living to make
intercession, Heb. vil. 25; by virtue of which the spirit,
power, and virtues of Christ are daily manifest in you,
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so Christ is not only for you, but in you, the hope of
glory.

3. Take heed of being ensnared and entangled with the
evils of the world. This is that which Christ hath prayed for
(to his Father), that those who believe in him might be kept
from the evils of the world. John xvii. 15. And, indeed,
we cannot but judge that it much concerns the Lord’s people
(on whom his name is called) to die daily to the world’s ways
and fashions. How often are the saints called upon in serip-
ture to this work, Eph. iv. 17, 18, 19, This I say therefore,
and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their minds, &e.; Col. iii. 5,
Mortify therefore your members which are upon earth, &c.;
Rom. xii. 2, And be not conformed to this world, &c.; 1 Pet.i.
14, As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to
the former lusts in your ignorance, &c.; with many other the
like. Oh! therefore, give us leave to mind you (and we
desire the Lord to mind both you and us) of those abomi-
nable sins of formality, hypocrisy, covetousness, pride, &c.,
with many other gross enormities, which are too incident to
professing people ; and we have cause to fear it is that which
hath and doth at this day very deeply wound the truth. Oh!
that it might wound our hearts more, and that the hearts of
saints might be sighing and erying, not only for the abomina-
tions of the profane, but likewise of professing people.
These forementioned evils we can say, through grace, that
God hath in a measure set home upon our hearts; but two
of them we shall mention more particularly, viz., pride in
apparel, and covetousness ; and hath likewise set our hearts
in seeking and endeavouring a reformation. And we shall
present unto you our light in this matter, covetousness and
pride being not only natural sins, but reigning evils, where
not discovered and opposed. For the finding out of which
evils, that it may be discerned and dealt withal, we judge

P 2
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covetousness to consist either, 1, in getting of goods, and not
by right; or 2, in an over-eager pursuit of a lawful calling 3
or, 3,in a close keeping, when the necessity of the saints
calls for it. And for pride and vanity in apparel, we judge
that things that are altogether ncedless and useless, may
clearly come under the denomination of vanity and pride ;
as likewise costly array, when more costly than profitable.
These we judge are the symptoms of a vain mind; and oh!
that the Lord would set it home upon the hearts of all the
saints to reform, and that it might become church work to
look after those things; for church sins will bring down
church afflictions, if not repented of. See Revelation,
second and third chapters. As the Lord in his infinite
goodness hath purposed to work his people into a conformity
to Jesus, that as they have borne the image of the earthly,
so they might bear the image of the heavenly man, 1 Cor.
xv. 493 so it is or should be the longing desire of all the
saints that do indced expect to be like Christ in glory, to be
pressing more after a conformity to him here; 1 John iii. 3,
He that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself as he is pure.
But how much doth the contrary appear? Are not many
professing men and women in our days rather pressing after
the world in its pride and fashions, than after Christ in
meekness and holiness? And we fear that there may be
some rising in some good people against a reformation in
these things, and we earnestly desire that none may so
pursue it, as to adventure the loss of an interest in Christ’
rather than to part with such lusts as these are, which do
indeed war against the soul. But it may be objected that
pride consisteth in the heart and not in apparel : persons may
be as proud in mean apparel, as others are in costly.

We answer, first, it is true it may be so; vet we have no
rule to judge our brethren’s heart in such a case. But love
should teach us other things. and we do not question but that



EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 69

those that are most mortified in this matter, have still ex-
perience of too much pride in their nature.

And, secondly, we judge it to be too carnal a way of
reasoning, for saints to suppose their brethren may be proud
in mean apparel, and from hence resolve to be proud in gay
apparel. We desire that Satan may not get such advantage
over any of the Lord’s people in this thing.

Thirdly. We cannot but judge, and that from our own
experience in part, that the true cause why there is so much
vanity and pride of apparel upon the back is, because the
root of all lieth in the heart. If it were not in the heart, it
it would not appear so much on the back as it doth; for out
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh, and
suitably the body acteth. If we sec a proud and gay outside,
we may easily conjecture where there is a proud heart.

Object. We find ourselves in the use of such things not at
all puffed up, and therefore we judge it lawful, &ec.

We answer, First, if 1t be so in truth, it is the better.

But, secondly, we cannot but conceive that as the original
of all lieth in the heart; so that those that do not know that
those needless vain things on the back doth minister occasion
to the vain mind to be puffed up, doth not know their own
hearts. And it may be discovered in such things as these :—

1. The heart’s desiring after and preferring of persons in
gay attire, before those in mean. Jas. v.

2. The heart’s unwillingness to part with it. A heart
never o knows his love to pride in a thing, till he comes to
part with it.

3. A heart rising against a reproof of this vanity. Ilerod
heard John the Dipper gladly, till he touched him in his
beloved sin.  And this reformation probably may make many
startle, who are glorious in profession; but we hope that
Sion’s sons and daughters will be willing upon a right in-
formation to come to a right reformation.
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Objection. If we should lay aside the fashions of theworld,
we should be slighted amongst the people of the world, pass
through shame, be as an owl among birds. None of fashion
would care for our company.

We answer, first, It is the portion of the followers of
Christ to suffer shame in the world for his sake, and to be
slighted of men; 1 Pet. 1.4, They think it strange that you run
not with them to the same excess of riot. And shall any that
fear the Lord run with the world to this excess of pride in
apparel, that so the world may not think strange of them?
God forbid.

But secondly, We are in expectation of such a general
conviction (from the Lord) amongst the saints in this matter
that ere long it will be a shame to a saint to be found in
Babylon’s deckings in the outward man, as well as in spiritual
things. DBut we desirc not be tedious. We hope a word
to the wise, through the blessing of God, may be enough.
Only we commend to you further :—

First. That the name of the Lord is much concerned in it.
What advantage doth Satan and his instruments take to reproach
the truth, from the vanity and pride of professing people in this
matter.

Secondly. It is a sin that is attended with many other sins,
as covetousness, oppression, &c., to maintain it.

Thirdly. It is a sin most of all abhorred of God. All that
are proud in heart are an abomination to him. He resisteth
the proud, but giveth grace to the humble.

Fourthly. It was the sin and cause of the condemnation of
the devil, 1 Tim. iii. 6. It was the sin and cause of the fall
of man from his first estate, Gen. iii. 5, Ye skall be as gods,
knowing good and evil; and this prevailed to draw on to dis-
obedience.

Fifthly, and finally. It is that for which men must stand
liable to the burning flame, when the great and terrible day
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of our Lord comes; which day we believe to be near
at hand.

‘When the day cometh that shall burn like an oven, Mal. iv.
1, then proud persons must be the fuel of that fire. Oh!
therefore give us leave to cry aloud unto you to take heed
and beware of this sin of pride, both in heart and in the out-
ward man. Take heed and beware of covetousness. Take
heed and beware of hypocrisy, and of all those abominations
by which men are fitted for the everlasting burnings: for even
our God is a consuming fire.

Object. It may be some may fear they should be accounted
covetous by the world, if they should set about such a reform-
ation as we here mind.

We say that God hath appointed other ways for his people
wherein they may give convincing testimonies of their libe-
ality ; that is, in clothing the backs and refreshing the bowels
of the poor and ncedy, and not in decking their own backs
with needless vanities, and that too, it may be, when the poor
and needy are crying for want. Oh! that it may be your
care and ours for the future, to show forth the life and virtues
of Christ, by our good works, to the praise and glory of Grod.

4. Let it be your care to seek after things that make for
peace, and things wherein youmay edify one another. Follow
peace with all men, and holiness, without which none shall
see the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. As God is the God of peace,
and Jesus Christ is the Prince of peace, so let the Lord’s
people manifest themselves to be indeed the sons of peace.
But if any be contentious, let no such custom be owned in
the churches of Christ.

5. Let it be your care in this evil day to cleave close to the
principles of truth, the want of which we judge to be the
cause of falling from the truth, souls not being grounded in
principles. For we judge that there are such doctrinal princi-
ples of truth, left by the Lord untoand wrought in his people,
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that if an angel from heaven should come and preach contrary
unto it, they might let him be accursed; some of which we
believe to be, that Jesus Christ crucified was raised again by
the power of God, and is the way, the truth, and the life;
that we are justified by faith in his blood ; that a person justi-
fied is to live to him and obey him, according to his will in
scripture; that he is ascended into the heavens, and is with
the Father, making intercession for his people; that he will
come again, and change and raise his people, and judge, and
reign, and rule, &c., and his people shall reign with him, &e.

6. Let it be your care in all things to live holily in this
world; to be holy in all manner of conversation, 1 Pet. i, 15;
that both you and we may have our conversation in heaven,
from whence we look for a Saviour, &ec. Phil. iii. 20.

7. Let it be much upon our hearts (to the end that it may
be s0) to be much in the expectation of, and [in] the exercise
of faith on the promises of God, for the pouring forth of a
greater measure of the Holy Spirit.

And, lastly. Oh! that the glorious appearing and king-
dom of our Lord Jesus might be much upon your hearts and
ours, which is the blessed hope of saints, Tit. ii. 13. Then
what manner of persons should we be in all manner of holy
conversation, &c. For he that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, as he is pure, 1 John iii. 3. But lest we should be
thought too tedious, we shall proceed no further. Only
mind a word to the reader; for his help in the narrative, we
have set down for the most part the scriptures between every
clause or branch of the article, and most of the scriptures
are set down at length. For the bénefit of the reader, the
articles are in the same letters and characters as this epistle
is, and what is in a different character from these, they are
the scriptures in proof of the foregoing article.

Thus, dear friends, having given some account of the
reasons of our publishing this narrative at this time, we com-
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mend it to you as it is; desiring it may be useful to that
end for which it is intended. We have not desired either to
follow cunningly devised fables, nor to use the excellency o”
speech, which man’s wisdom teacheth; but to bring forth
the truth of our faith, in the plainness and simplicity of our
hearts, and what we believe according to the truth as it is in
Jesus ; in whose hands we leave it for a blessing upon it to

you. Fare ye well.

Signed, in the name and by the appointment of the several
churches, by us whose names are as followeth :—

In the County of Somerset.

Of the church of Christ meeting at
Bridgewater, Alexander Atkins,
and Tobias Wells.

Of the church meeting at Taunton
Thomas Mercer.

Of the church meeting at Ryden,
Robert Adridge.

Of the church meeting at Hatch,
George Parsons.

Of the church meeting at Chard,
Robert Channon and John Sprake.

Of the church meeting at Somer-
ton, William Seriven and William
Anger.

Of the church meeting at Wells,
David Barret and Thomas Savery.

Of the church meeting at Wed-
more, Thomas Urch and Richard
Coals.

Of the church meeting at Stoak,
William Hare.

Of the church meeting at Wincan-
ton, Blaze Allen and Ambrose
Brook.

Of the church meeting at Munticue,
Tho. Bud.

In the County of Wilts.

Of the church meecting at North
Bradley, William Crab and Ni-
cholas Elliot.

In the County of Devon.

Of the church meeting at Luppit,
Edmund Burford
Ham.

and Samuel

In the County of Gloucester.
Of the church meeting at Sedbury,
James Nobs.
Of the church meeting at Bristol,
Henry Hineham.

In the County of Dorset.
Of the church meeting in and near
Lime, Abraham Podger.

Tuoyas COLLIER.
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A

CONFESSION OF THE FAITH

OF

SEVERAL CONGREGATIONS OF CHRIST IN THE COUNTY OF
SOMERSET, AND SOME CHURCHES IN THE COUNTIES
NEAR ADJACENT.

L

‘We believe that there is but one God. 1 Cor. viii. 6. But
to us there is but one God, who is immortal, eternal, in-
visible, only wise: 1 Tim. i. 17, Now unto the King, eternal,
émmortal, invisible, only wise, &e. Holy, Lev. xi. 44, And ye
shall be holy, for I am holy. Almighty, Gen. xvii. 1, T am
the Almighty Glod. Infinite, 1 Kings viii. 27, Behold, the
heaven and heaven of heavens are not able to contain thee.
Isa. x1. 28, There is no searching of his understanding. Ps.
exlvii. 5, Great is our Lord, and of great power, kis under-
standing is infinite. A Spirit, John iv. 24, God is a spirit.
Glorious in holiness, Exod. xv. 11, Who is Like thee glorious
in holiness. Just, merciful, gracious, long-suffering, abun-
dant in mercy and truth, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7, The Lord, the
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant
in goodness and truth. Faithful in all things, Deut. vii. )5
The Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God.

II.

That this God, who is so in himself, did according to his
own will, in time, create all things by and for Jesus Christ,
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Heb. i. 2, By whom also he made the worlds. Col. i. 16, For
by him were all things created that are in heaven, and that are
in earth, &ec. All things were created by him and for him,
John ii. 3. Who is the word of God, John i. 1, In the begin-
ning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word

was God ; and upholds all things by the word of his power,
Heb. 1. 3.

111

That God made man after his own image ; Gen. i. 37, So
God created man in his own image, in the image of God created
he him. 1In an estate of righteousness and human perfection;
Eccles. vii. 29, Lo, this only kave I Jfound, that God hath made
man up)'ight.

1V.

That God gave Adam a just law, requiring obedience
under the penalty of death; Gen. ii. 17, But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 1it, for in the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. Which law
he brake, and brought himself and his posterity under the
guilt and judgment denounced, Gen. iii. 6, And when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, &c., she took of the
Sruit thereof and did eat, who gave also unto her husband with
her, and he did eat. Rom. v. 12, Whercfore as by one man
sin entered the world, and death by sin, and so death passed
upon all men, for that all Lave sinned. Rom. v. 17—19, For
if by one man’s offence death reigned by one— Therefore as by
the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemna-

tion— For as by ome man’s disobedience many were made
sinners.

V.

Man being in this undone estate, God did in the riches of
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his mercy hold forth Christ in a promise; Gen. iii. 15, And
1 will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed, it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel.
VI

That in process of time God gave forth his laws by the
hand of Moses, Exod. xx.; John i. 17; to fallen man, Gal.
ili. 19. The law, it was added because of transqressions, not for
justification to eternal life, Gal. iii. 17. Rom. iii. 20, 7here-
Jore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in
his sight ; but that all might appear guilty before the Lord
by it, Rom. iii. 19, Now we know that what things soever
the law saith, it saith to them that are under the law, that
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become
guilty before God. Rom. v. 20, Moreover, the law entered
that the offence might abcund.

VIIL.

That out of this condition none of the sons of Adam were
able to deliver thcmselves, Rom. viii. 3, For what the law
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh. Eph.ii 1, 5,
And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins, even when we were dead in sins hath quickened us together
with Christ, by grace ye are saved. Rom. v. 6, For when we
were yet without strength, Christ died for the ungodly.

VIIIL

That God continued and renewed the manifestation of his
grace and mercy in Christ, after the first promise made in
Gen. iii., in other promises, Gen. xxii. 18, with Gen. xii. 3;
Gal. iil., 16, And in thy seed shall allthe nations of the earth
be blessed. And in types, as the passover, Exod. xi. 8, And they
shall eat the flesh in that night roast with fire, and unleavened
bread. And ver. 13, with 1 Cor. v. 7, For even Christ our
passover is sacrificed for us. And the brazen serpent, Numb.
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xxi. 9, And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a
pole, and it came to pass that if a serpent had bitten any man,
when he beheld the serpent of brass he lived. Compared with
John iii. 14, And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up. With the
ministry and ministration of Moses and Aaron, the sacrifices,
&c., being all figures of Christ, Heb. vii. 8, and chapter ix.
And in prophecies, as Isa. ix. 6, For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given, and the government shall be wpon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.
And Isa. xi. 1, 2, And there shall come forth a rod out of the
stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of lis roots, and the
spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. Isa. liii. 6, All we like
sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own
way, and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of wus all.
Compared with 1 Pet. ii. 24, Who, his own self, bare our sins
in his own body on the tree.  With 1 Cor. xv. 3, Christ died
Sor our sins according to the scriptures.

IX,

That God in his Son did freely, without respect to any
work done, or to be done by them as a moving cause, elect
and choose some to himself before the foundation of the
world. Eph. i. 3, 4, According as he hath chosen us in him,
before the foundation of the world. 2 Tim.i. 9, Who hath
saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to his own purpose and grace which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began. "Whom
he in time hath, doth, and will call, justify, sanctify, and
glorify. Rom. viil. 29, 30, For whom he did foreknow he also
did predestinate to be conformable to the image of his Son, that
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he might be the first-born amongst many brethren. Moreover,
whom he did predestinate, them he also called ; and whom he
called, them he also justified ; and whom he justified, them he
also glorified.

X.

That those who were thus elected and chosen in Christ,
were by nature [before conversion] children of wrath even as
others. Eph. ii. 3, Among whom also we all had our conversa-
tion in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others. Rom. ii1. 9, What then? Are we better
than they? No, in nowise; for we have before proved both Jews
and Gentiles, that they are all under sin.

XL

That those that are chosen of God, called and justified,
shall never finally fall from him, but being born from above
are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.
John vi. 39, And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me,
that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but
should raise it up again at the last day. John x, 28, And I
give unto them eternal life, dnd they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand. John xi. 26, And
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 1 Pet.
i. 5, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto sal-
vation. Psa. Ixxxix. 30—34, If his children forsake my laws,
and walk not in my judgments, if they break my statutes, and
keep not my commandments, then will I visit their transgressions
with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless my
lovinghkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my
JSaithfulness to fail ; my covenant will I not break, nor alter the
thing that is gone out of my lips. 1 John iii. 9, Whosoever is



CONFESSION OF SOMERSETS. 79

born of God doth not commit sin, for his seed remaineth in him,
and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. John xiv. 19,
Because I live, ye shall live also. Heb. xii. 2, Looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. Jer. xxxi. 3, I
have loved thee with an ecverlasting love, therefore with loving-
kindness have I drawn thee. John x. 29, My Father which
gave them me is greater than all, and no man is able to pluck
them out of my Father’s hand. Psa. xxxvii. 28, For the Lord
loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints: they are pre-
served for ever, Jer. xxxil. 40, And I will make an everlast-
ing covenant. Rom. viii. 39, Nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 1 Cor. i. 8,9, Who
shall also confirm you unto the end— God is Jaithful. Rom.
viil. 30, Whom he justified, them he also glorified.  Being con-
Jident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work
in you, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. Psa.
xlviii. 14, For this Glod is our God for ever and ever, he will
be our guide even to death.

XIL

That when the fulness of time was come, God sent Sorth his
Son, made of a woman, Gal. iv. 4, 5, according to the pro-
mises and prophecies of the scriptures; who was conceived in
the womb of Mary, the virgin, by the power of the Holy
Spirit of God, Luke i. 35; Matt. i. 20. And by her born
in Bethlehem, Matt. ii. 11; Luke ii. 6, 7.

XIII.

We believe that Jesus Christ is truly God, Isa. ix. 6, His
name shall be called the mighty God. Heb. i. 8, But unto the
Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever. Rom.
iX. 5, Who is over all, Glod blessed for ever. And truly man,
of the seed of David. 1 Tim. ii. 5, There is one mediator
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between G'od and man, the man Christ Jesus. Acts xiii. 23, of
this man's seed hath God, according to his promise, raised unto
Israel a Saviour Jesus. Rom. 1. 8, Made of the seed of David
according to the flesh.

XIV.

That after he came to be about thirty years of age,
being baptized, he manifested himself to be the Son of God,
Luke iii. 21, 23, with John ii. 7, 11; the promised Mes-
siah, by doing such works both in his life and in his death
which were proper unto, and could be done by none but the
Son of God, the true Messiah. John i. 49, Thou art the Son
of God, thou art the king of Israel. John vi. 9, &e.

XV.

That this man, Christ Jesus, suffered death under Pilate,
at the request of the Jews, Luke xxiii. 24. Bearing the sins
of his people on his own body on the cross. 1 Pet. ii. 24,
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree,
according to the will of God. Isa. liii. 6, The Lord hath laid
on him the iniquity of us all Being made sin for us; 2 Cor.
v. 11, For he hath made him to be sin for us. And so was
also made a curse for us. Gal. iil. 13, 14, Christ hath re-
deemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.
1 Pet. iii. 18, For Christ also hath once suffered for sin, that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 2 Cor.
v. 11.  And by his death upon the ecross, he hath obtained
eternal redemption and deliverance for his church. Col. i. 14,
In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the for-
giveness of sins. Eph. i. 7, In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of lis grace. Acts xx. 28, Feed the church of God, which he
kath purchased with his own blood. Heb. ix. 12, By his own
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blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us. 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19, Forasmuch as ye
know ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, &c. but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot.

XVI.

That this same Jesus having thus suffered death for our
sing, was buried. Matt. xxvii. 59, 60, And when Joseph had
taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it
in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out of the rock, and
he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulcre and departed.
And was also raised by the power of God; Eph.i. 19, And
what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who
believe, according to the working of his mighty power which he
wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead; the third
day according to the scriptures. 1 Cor. xv. 3,4, For I de-
livered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, and that he
was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to
the scriptures.  For our justification. Rom. iv. 25, Who was
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justi-
Scation.

XVIL

That after he had been seen forty days upon the earth
manifesting himself to his disciples. Acts i. 3, 7o whom Le
showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs,
being seen of them forty days. He ascended into the heavens.
Acts i. 9—11, And when he had spoken these things, while they
beheld, he was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their
sight: and while they looked stedfastly towards heaven, as he
went up, &c.  Heb. iv. 14, Seeing then that we have a great
high-priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God.
Andis set on the right hand of the throne of God. Heb.

G
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viii. 1, We have such an high-priest, who is set on the right
hand of the throne of the majesty in the heavens. Heb. 1. 3,
When he had by himself purged our sins, sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high. Whom the heaven must re-
ceive until the times of the restitution of all things. Acts
iil. 21, Whom the heaven must receive, until the times of the
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of
all kis holy prophets since the world began.

XVIII.

That the Father having thus exalted him, and given him a
name above every name. Phil. ii. 9, Wherefore God also
hath lighly exalted Lim, and given him a name above every
name. And hath mzd: him who is mediator, 1 Tim. ii. 5.
Priest. Heb. x. 21, And having an high-priest over the house of
God. Heb. vili. 1, We have such an high-priest. Prophet.
Acts iii. 22, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto
you of your brethren, &c. And king to his people. Psa. ii. 6,
Yet have I sct my king upon my holy hill of Zion. Rev. xv. 3,
Thou king of saints. As he is our priest, so is he our peace
and reconciliation. Eph. ii. 14, 15, For he is our peace.
Rom. iv. 9, 10, For if, when we were enemies, we were reconctled
to God, by the death of his Son, much more being reconciled,
we shall b2 saved by lis life, &e.  And being entered into the
holy place, even heaven itself, there to appear in the presence
of God, Heb. ix. 24. Making continual intercession for us,
Heb. viii. 24, 25, But this man because he continueth ever, hath
an unchangeable priesthood ; wherefore ke is able also to save
them to the uttermost, that come unto God by him, seeing he
ever Liveth to make intercession for them. He is become our
advocate. 1 Johnii. 1, e have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous. By whom we have boldness and
access unto the throne of grace with acceptance. Heb. x. 19,
Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter info the holiest by
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the blood of Jesus. Eph. iil. 12, In whom we have boldness
and access with confidence, by the faith of him. Heb. iv. 16,
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, &c. As he
is our prophet, so he hath given us the scriptures, the Old
and New Testament, as a rule and direction unto us both for
faith and practice. John v. 39, Search the scriptures, for in
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which tes-
tify of me. 1 Pet.i. 10—12; 2 Tim. iii. 16, A scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, &e.
2 Pet. 1. 19, 20, 21, e Lave also a more sure word of prophecy,
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth
in a dark place. Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the
scriptures is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man : but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Ioly Spirit. Eph. ii. 20,
And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone. 1 Cor. xiv.
37, If any man thinketh himself to be a prophet, or spiritual,
let lim acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are
the commandments of the Lord. 'Tit. 1. 2, 3, In hope of eternal
life, which God, that eannot lie, promised before the world
began, but hath in due time manifested his word through preach-
ing, which is committed unto me, according to the commandment
of God our Saviour. And that he hath sent, doth and will
(according to his promise) send, his Holy Spirit, the Com-
forter, by whom he leadeth us into all truth. John xiv. 26,
But the Comforter, which s the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, &c. John
xvi. 13. Howbeit, when the Spirit of truth ts come, he will
guide you into all truth., And by his continual presence with
us, and in us. John xiv. 16, 17, And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with
you for ever, ecen the Spirit of truth, &c. He dwelleth with
G 2
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you and shall be in you ; teaching, opening, and revealing the
mysteries of the kingdom and will of God unto us. 1 Cor.
ii. 10—13, But God hath revealed them wunto us by his Spirit,
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God;
for what man knoweth the things of a man save the spirit of
man which is in him. Fven so the things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of Glod; now we have received not the spirit
of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might
Enow the things that are freely given us of God, which things
also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Spirit teacheth. Rev.ii. 29, He that hath
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. Rev.
v. 5, And one of the elders said unto me, Weep not, behold the
lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, hath prevailed to
open the book and to loose the seven seals thereof. Giving gifts
in his church, for the work of the ministry and edifying the
body of Christ. Eph. iv. 8, 12, Wherefore he saith, When he.
ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto
men—For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the mi-
nistry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. 1 Cor. xii. 4—86,
Now there are diversities of gifts, but the sume Spirit, and there
are differences of administrations, but the same Lord, and there
are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which work-
eth all in all; that through the powerful teachings of the
Lord, by his Spirit in his church, they might grow up in
him; Eph. iv. 15, be conformed to his will. Ezek. xxxvi.
27, And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk
in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do them.
1 Pet. 1. 2, Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the

‘ather, through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience. And
sing praises unto his name. Heb. ii. 12, T will declare thy
name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing
praise unto thee. 1 Cor. xiv. 15, What is it then? I will
pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding
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also ; 1 will sing with the spirit, and will sing with the under-
standing also. And as he is our prophet and king, lord and
law-giver. Isa. xxxiii. 22, For the Lord is our judge, the
Lord is our law-giver, the Lord is our king. Tsa.lv. 4, Be-
hold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and
commander to the people. Prince of life. Acts iii. 15, And
killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead.
Prince of peaee, Isa. ix. 6. Master of his people. Matt.
xxiil. 8, One is your master, even Christ. Ilead of his church.
Col. 1. 18, And he is the head of the body the church. The
Almighty, Rev. i. 8. So he hath given rules unto us, by
the whieh he ruleth over us. Luke vi. 46, And why call ye
me Lord, and do not the things that I say? John x. 16, And
other sheep I have, which are not of this fold, them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice. 1 Johnii. 4, He that
saith I know kim, and hkeepeth not his commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in lim. John xiv. 15, If ye love me keep
my commandments. Matt, xxviil. 20, Zeaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you. And ruleth
over all things for his church. Eph. i. 22, And hath put all
things under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to
the church. Rev. xix. 16. And by the power of love ruleth
by his Spirit in us. 2 Cor. v. 14, For the love of Christ con-
straineth us. 1 John ii. 5, But whoso keepeth his word, in him
verily is the love of God perfected. Making us (in a measure)
both able and willing to honour him. Phil iv. 13, Z can do
all things through Christ that strengtheneth me. eb. xiii. 21,
Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in
you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ. Eph. vi. 10, Finally, my brethren, be strong in the
Lord, and in the power of his might. Phil. ii. 13, For it is
God which worketh in you, both to will and to do of his good
pleasure. And bow before him, Psa. xcv. 6, O come, let us
worship and bow down. Psa. cx. 3, Thy people shall be a will-
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ing people in the day of thy power. Rev.iv. 10,11, The four
and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne,
and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their
crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to
receive glory, and honour, and power. Submitting’ ourselves
to him alone in all his commands with joy. John xv. 14,
Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Rev.
xiv. 4, These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he
goeth. Rev. vil. 15, Therefore are they before the throne of
God, and serve him day and night in his temple. Psa. cxix.
2, 47, Blessed are they wlich keep his testimonies, and that seek
fim with the whole heart—And I will delight myself in thy
commandments which I have loved. Rev. xv. 3, 4, And they
sung the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name?
Jor thou only art worthy.

XIX.

That the Spirit is administered by or through the word of
faith preached. Gal. iii. 2, Tis only would I learn of you;
recetved ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hear-
ing of faith. "Which was first declared by the Lord himself,
and was confirmed by them that heard him. Heb. ii. 3,
How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation, which at
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto
us by them that heard him. "Which word is called the gospel
of God’s grace, Acts xx. 24, The word of reconciliation,
2 Cor. v. 19. The sword of the Spirit, Eph. vi. 17. The
weapon of a Christian, 2 Cor. x. 4. A faithful, Rev. xxii. 6.
Quick, powerful, Heb. iv. 12. Plain, Prov. viii. 9. Com-
fortable, Rom. xv. 4. Pure, Psa. xii. 6. Right, true, Psa.
xxxiil. 4. Sound, Tit. 11. 8. And wholesome word, 1 Tim.
vi. 3.
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XX.

That this Spirit of Christ, being administered by the word
of faith, worketh in us faith in Christ, John iii. 5. 1 Pet-
1. 22, Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit. Acts xvi. 145 Gal. v. 22, The fruit of
the Spirit is faith, &c.  Whose heart the Lord opened, that she
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. By virtue
of which we come to receive our sonship. Johni. 12, But as
many as recetved him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name.  Gal. iii. 26, For ye
are all the children of Glod by faith in Christ Jesus. And is
further administered unto us through faith in the promises of
God. Eph.i. 13, Also after that ye believed, ye were scaled with
that Holy Spirit of promise. Acts 11.38, 39, Then Peter said
unto them, Repent, and be baptized cvery ome of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts i. 4, And being
assembled together with them, commanded them that they should
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the
Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. Waiting on him
in those ways and means that he hath appointed in his word.
John xiv. 15—17, If ye love me keep my commandments, and
I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Com-
Sorter, that he may abide with you for ever, cven the Spirit of
truth. Luke xi. 9, 13, And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be
given unto you ; seck, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you—If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Ioly Spirit to them that ask him. 'This faith being

the ground of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not
seen, Heb. xi. 1.

XXI.

That justification is God’s accounting and declaring that
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man justified, from the guilt and condemnation of all his sin,
who hath received Jesus Christ, and doth believe in him (in
truth and power) according to the record given of him by
God in scripture. Rom. iv. 5, But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness. 1 John v. 10, 11, He that believeth
on the Son of God, hath the witness in himself: he that be-
lieveth not God, hath made him a lar, because he believeth not
the record that Glod gave of his Son. But this is the record,
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son, John iii. 36.

XXII.

That justification from the guilt and condemnation of sin is

only obtained through faith in Jesus Christ, by man crucified
at Jerusalem, and by God raised from the dead. Rom v. 1, 9,
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Much more, being now justi-
Jied by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
Acts xiii. 38, 39; Rom. iv. 25, Who was delivered Sfor our
offences, and was raised again for our justification. And chap.
x. 9, That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved. And that those who bring in
any other way of justification, do therein make void, and
acquit themselves of having any interest in the gospel and
grace of Christ. Gal. ii. 21, and v. 4, Whoesoever of you is
Justified by the law, is fallen from grace.

XXIII.

That this faith, being wrought in truth and power, it doth
not only interest us in our justification, sonship, and glory,
but it produceth, as effects and fruits, a conformity, in a mea-
sure, to the Lord Jesus, in his will, graces, and virtues.



CONFESSION OF SOMERSETS, 89

Rom. v. 3, 4, And not only so, but we glory in tribulations
also, knowing that tribulation worketh patience, and patience
experience, and experience hope. 1 John iii. 23, 24, And this
is his commandment, that we should belicve on the name of his
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us command-
ment, and he that heepeth his commandments dwelleth in him,
and hein him ; and hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the
Spirit which he hath givenus. 2 Pet.i.5—7, And besides this,
giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and to virtue
knowledge, and to hnowledge temperance, and to temperance
patience, and to patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity. Gal. v. 63 Acts
xxvi. 18; 1 Thess. i. 3.

XXIV.

That it is the duty of every man and woman, that have
repented from dead works, and have faith towards God, to be
baptized. Acts ii. 38, Then Peter said unto them, Repent and
be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for
the remission of sins. Acts viii. 12, 37, 38, But when they
believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of
God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were buptized both
men and women.— And Philip said, If thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayest, and he commanded the chariot to stand
still, and they went down both into the water, both Philip and
the eunuch, and he baptized him: that is, dipped or buried
under the water. Rom. vi. 3, 4, Know ye not, that so mary
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his
death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death.
Col. ii. 12, Buried with him in baptism. In the name of our
Lord Jesus. Acts viii. 16, Ouly they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. Or in the name of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. Matt. xxviii. 19, Go ye, therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Falher,
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and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Therein to signify and
represent a washing away of sin. Acts xxii. 16, Arise, and
be baptized, and wash away thy sins. And their death, burial,
and resurrection with Christ. Rom. vi. 5, For ¢f we have
been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be
also in the likeness of his resurrection. Col. ii. 12, Buried with
him in baptism, wherein also you are risen with him through the
JSaith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the
dead. And being thus planted in the visible church or body
of Christ, 1 Cor. xii. 3, who are a company of men and
women separated out of the world by the preaching of the
gospel.  Acts il 41, Then they that glady received his word
were baptized, and the same day there were added unto them
about three thousand souls. 2 Cor. vi. 17, Wherefore, come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord. Do
walk together in communion, in all the commandments of
Jesus. Acts ii. 42, And they continued stedfustly in the
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and
in prayers. Wherein God is glorified, and their souls com-
forted. 2 Thess. 1. 11, 12, Wherefore we also pray always for
you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and
Julfil the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with
power, that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified
in you. 2 Cor. 1. 4, Who comforteth us in all our tribulation,
that we may be able to comfort them which are in any érouble
by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted.

XXV.

That we believe some of those commandments further to
be as followeth :—

1. Constancy in prayer, Col. ii. 23, 24.

2. Breaking of bread, 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24.

3. Giving of thanks, Eph. v. 20.

4. Watching over one another, Heb. xii. 15.



CONFESSION OF SOMERSETS. 91

5. Caring one for another, 1 Cor. xii. 25, by visiting one
another, especially in sickness and temptations, Matt.
xxv. 36.

6. Exhorting one another, Heb. iii. 13.

7. Discovering to each other, and bearing one another’s
burdens, Gal. vi. 2.

8. Loving one another, Heb. xiii. 1.

9. Reproving when need is one another, Matt. xviii. 15.

10. Submitting one to another in the Liord, 1 Pet. v. 5.

11. Administering one to another according to the gift
received, whether it be in spirituals or temporals, 1 Pet.
iv. 10.

12. The offender to seek reconciliation, as well as the
offended, Matt. v. 23, 24.

13. Love our enemies and persecutors, and pray for them,
Matt. v. 44.

14. Every one to work if he be able, and none to be idle,
2 Thess. iii. 10—12.

15. The women in the church to learn in silence, and in
all subjection, 1 Tim. ji. 11; 1 Cor. xiv. 37.

16. Private admonition to a brother offending another;
and if not prevailing, to take one or two more; if he hear
not them, then to tell it to the church; and if he hear not
them, to be accounted as an heathen and publican, Matt.
xviil. 15.

17. Public rebuke to public offenders, 1 Tim. v. 20.

18. The brethren in ministering forth their gifts, ought to
do it decently and in order, one by one, that all may learn
and all may be comforted, 1 Cor. xiv. 31, 40.

19. A special care to assemble together, that their duty
to God and the church may not be neglected, Heb. x.
24, 25.

20. And all things in the church done in the name and
power of the head, the Lord JesusChrist, Col. iii. 17.
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21. That in admitting of members into the church of
Christ, it is the duty of the church and ministers whom it
concerns, in faithfulness to God, that they be careful they
receive none but such as do make forth evident demonstra-
tion of the new birth, and the work of faith with power.
John iii. 3, Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, 1
say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of Glod. Matt. iil. 8, 9, Bring forth therefore fruits
worthy amendment of life. Acts viil. 37, And Philip said, If
thou believest with all thy heart, thou mayest. Ezek. xliv. 6, 7,
Let it suffice you of all your abominations, in that ye have
brought into my sanctuary, strangers uncircumcised in heart
and uncircumcised in_flesh, to be in my sanctuary to pollute it.
Acts ii. 38, Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be bap-
tized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ. 2 Cor.
ix. 14, Be ye not unequally yoked together with the unbelievers,
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness ; and
what communion hath light with darkness? Psa. xxvi. 4, 5, 1
have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissem-
blers: I have hated the congregation of evil-doers, and will not
sit with the wicked. Psa. cl. 7, He that worketh deceit shall

not dwell within mine house.

XXVL

That those that truly repent, and believe, and are baptized
in the name of the name of the Lord Jesus, are in a fit
capacity to exercise faith, in full assurance to reccive a
greater measure of the gifts and graces of the IHoly Spirit.
Acts ii. 38, 39, Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be bap-
tized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gifts of the Holy
Spirit ; for the promise és unto you and to your children, and to
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall
call. Eph. i. 13, In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard
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the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also
after ye belicved ye were sealed with that Holy Spiwrit of pro-
mise.

XXVIII.

That it is the duty of the members of Christ in the order
of the gospel, though in several congregations and assemblies
(being one in the Head), if occasion be, to communicate each
to other, in things spiritual and things temporal. Rom. xv.
26, For it hath pleased them of Macedonia, and Achaia, to
make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at
Jerusalem. Acts xi. 29, Then the disciples, every man accord-
ing to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren
which dwelt in Judea. Acts xv. 22, Then pleased it the
apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men
of their own company to Antioch, with Paul and Barnabas,
namely Judas, surnamed Barsabas, and Stlas, chief among the
brethren.  Acts xi. 22, Then tidings of these things came to the
ears of the church which was in Jerusalem, and they sent forth
Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch.

XXIX.

That the ILord Jesus Christ, being the foundation and
corner-stone of the gospel church, whereon his apostles
built ; Eph. 1i. 20, dnd are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner-stone. Heb. ii. 3. He gave them power and abilities
to propagate, to plant, to rule and order. Matt. xxviii. 19,
20, All power is given me in lLeaven and in earth, go ye there-
fore, and teach all nations in his name. Luke x. 16, Ie that
heareth you heareth me, and he that despiseth you despiseth me.
For the benefit of that his body, by which ministry he did
show forth the exceeding riches of his grace, by his kindness
towards it in the ages to come, Eph. ii. 7, which is according
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to his promise. Matt. xxviii. 20, And, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.

XXX.

That this foundation and ministration aforesaid is a sure
guide, rule, and direction, in the darkest time of the anti-
christian apostacy, or spiritual Babylonish captivity, to direct,
inform, and restore us in our just freedom and liberty, to the
right worship and order belonging to the church of Jesus
Christ. 1 Tim. iii. 14', 15, These things write 1 unto thee, hoping
to come unto thee shortly ; but if I tarry long, that thou mayest
know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God.
2 Tim. iii. 16—17, Al scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. John xvii. 20, Neither
pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word. Isa.lix. 21, As for me, this is my covenant
with them, saith the Lord, my Spirit that is upon thee, and my
words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy sced, nor out of the mouth
of thy seed’s sced, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever.
Rev. ii. 24, But that which ye have already, hold fast till T
come. Isa. x1. 21, Have ye not known? Iave ye not heard?
Hatl it not been told you from the beginning ? IHave ye not
understood? Rev. i1. 5, Ilemember therefore whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works. 1 Cor. xiv. 37, If
any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual ; let him
acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the com-
mandments of the Lord. Rev. i. 3, Blessed is he that readeth,
and they that hear the words of this prophecy. 2 Thess. iii. 14,
And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that
man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.
Rev. ii. 11, He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
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saith to the churches. 1 Pet. i. 25, But the word of the Lord
endureth for ever, and this is the word which by the gospel is
preached unto you. 1 John iv. 6, We are of God; he that
knoweth God heareth us: hereby know we the spirit of truth,
and the spirit of error. 2 Pet. 1. 15, 16, Moreover, I will en-
deavour that you may be «ble after my decease, to have these
things always in remembrance, for we have not followed cun~
ningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of
his majesty.  Isa. Iviii. 11, 12, And they that shall be of thee,
shall build the old waste places, thow shalt raise up the foun-
dations of wmany generations: and thou shalt be called the re-
pairer of the breach, the restorer of paths to dwell in. 2 Pet.
1. 2, That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken
by the holy prophets, and of the commandments of us the apos-
tles of the Lord and Saviowr. Tsa. viii. 20.

XXXI.

That the church of Jesus Christ, with its ministry, may from
among themselves, make choice of such members, as are fitly
gifted and qualified by Christ, and approve and ordain such by
fasting, prayer, and laying on of hands. Acts xiii. 3, And when
they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them. — Acts
xiv. 23, And when they had ordained them clders in every
church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to
the Lord, on whom they belicved. I or the performance of the
several duties whereunto they are called, Acts xx. 28 ; Rom.
xil. 6—8; 2 Tim. iv. 2; Acts vi. 3, Wherefore, brethren, look
ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy
Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.

XXXIII.

That such a ministry labouring in the word and doctrine,
have a power to reccive a livelihood of their brethren, whose
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duty it is to provide a comfortable subsistence for them, if
they be able, to whom for Christ’s sake they are servants.
1 Cor. ix. 4, 7; 1 Tim. v. 17, 18, Let the elders that rule well
be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour
in the word and doctrine ; for the scripture saith, Thou shalt
not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn: and,
The labourer is worthy of his hire. Yet it is commendable in
cases of necessity, for them, for example’s sake, and that they
may be able to support the weak, to labour and work with
their hands. Acts xx. 24, 25, Ye yourselves know that these
hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were
with me; I have showed you all things, how that so labouring
ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to

recetve.

XXXIII.

That the authority of Christ in an orderly ministry in his
church, is to be submitted unto. Heb. xiii. 17, Obey them
that have rule over you, and submit yourselves, for they watch
for your souis. 2 Thess. iil. 14, And if any man obey not our
word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with
him, that he may be ashamed.

XXXIV.

That as it is an ordinance of Christ, so it is the duty of his
church, in his authority to send forth such brethren as are
fitly gifted and qualified through the Spirit of Christ, to
preach the gospel to the world. Acts xiii. 1—3, The Holy
Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the work
whereunto I have called them : and when they had fasted and
prayed, they sent them away. Acts xi. 22, and viii. 14.

XXXV.
That it is the duty of us believing Gentiles, not to be
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ignorant of that blindness that yet lieth on Israel, that none
of us may boast. Rom. xi. 25,' For I would not, brethren,
that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be
wise in your own conceit, that blindness in part is happened to
Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. But to
have bowels of love and compassion to them, praying for
them. Rom. x. 1, Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to
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